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THE 

PREFACE, 

'TpiiE utility of this Work being ma- 
nifeft at firft fight, it is humbly 
preliimed, it will be deemed unneccf- 
lary to fay much in favor of the defign. 
Reading is now become univerfal. Hif- 
tory has been found of all others, the 
mod entertaining, as well as the moft fuc- 
cefsful mode of conveying InftruQion, 
and Verfe has numerous advantages 
beyond Profe: it is fooner learned, long- 
er retained in the memory, and often 
infenfibly finds a way to the heart of the 

Reader, 
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PREFACE. 



Reader. True Hiftory is in all refpefU 
better than fiftion, and the Bible it is 
hoped v^ill ht confefled by all, to con- 
tain a feries of the moll ftriking circum- 
ftances and important events that were 
ever put together in any hiftory. 

If the execution of the Work bears 
any- degree of proportion to the impor- 
tance of it, there is the higheft reafon 
to hope, that thefe little volumes will 

meet with a favourable reception. ► 

Great pains have been. taken to make 
them eafy. entertaining, and inftru&ive ; 
and every method purfued, that may 
lead youth, in a delightful path, to real 
Knowledge and folid improvement. 

Notice ^ 



PREFACE. vli 

Notice is taken of fcripture chronolo- 
gy, and ancient geography, and defcrip- 
tions given of cities, mountains, rivers, 
and whatever elfe is likely to pleafe the 
imagination, or inform the underftand^ 
ing*— Care has alfo been taken, to 
tender the diftion eafy, fmooth, and 
pleafant. The cadence of the verfes, 
and the rhimes, are attentively adjufted, 
fb as to require for every word a true 
and natural pronunciation. All forced 
modes of exprefSon are likewife avoid- 
ed; and every thing ftriflly adhered to, 
that may contribute to render it really 
agreeable and advantageous to man- 
kind. 

London, t p 

February 28, 1 778^ J * 
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HISTORY 

O F T H E 
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BOOK I. 

r & OM TH s 

Birth of Creation to the Deluge : 

CONTAINING 

The Tranfaftions of about 1660 Years 
from the Creation of the World. 



( .8 ) 
HISTORY THE FIRST. 

The Eternity of GOD; and the Expuifion of the 
Rebel Angels,* 

Job, xxxviii, 7. — I/a. xiv. 12. — Jude, ver. 6. 
Rev* xii. 7. 

T^HE great Jehovah held his throne, 

In glory ^nd in bllfs unknown. 

Before he gave creation birth, 

Or fpread the (kies, or form'd the earth. 

And long ere time his race began, 

Or duft was fafliion'd into man, 

As the unclouded morning bright. 

He form'd the happy fons of light : 

Amongft them like a morning ftar, 

Shone the arch- angel Lucifer, 

A 2 Brightcft 

• This great event is generally fuppofed to have happened 
long bcforethe creation of this world ; and though it is not 
mentbned in the firft chapter of Genefis, itmuft, according 
to the natural courfe and order of things, ftand forcmoft, in . 
the hiftory of the Bible. 



-•■<■ - 



4 HISTORY of the BIBLE. 

Brighteft of all the fons of heaven ! 

To him was wide dominion given : 

But not content to be outfhone 

By God's eternal only Son, 

He view'd his throne with envious eyeSj^ 

And rais'dfeditio.n in the flcies. 

The bold prefumptuous mifchief runs 

Through one-third part of heaven's bright fonSj^ 

Who with united force prepare 

To (hake the Ikies with mighty war. 

But Michael, in his Maker's caufe, 

His conquering fword refiftlefs draws ; 

With him the faithful bands unite, 

And put the rebel hoft to flight. 

To crown the labours of the day^ 
. The Son of God, in bright array^j 
With thunder arm'd, and awful frown. 
Headlong and flaming hurl'd them down 
From heaven's high arch : and fwift they fell 
Promifcuous to the lowcft hell. 

Like 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 5 

Like falling ftars, through the vaft void 
Defcended thefe bold fons of pride : 
Defpair apd horror fciz'd them all ; 
And wrath burns after as they fall. 

HISTORY THE SECOND. 

The Creation of the World. 
Gen» ch. i. 

T^HE rebel race expell'd the (kics, 
Behold the Son of Goo arife 
In wifdom and in might mo ft high ; 
And drive triumphant through the fky, 
To execute his ancient plan, 
A world inhabited by man. 
The God -HE AD (hone fupremely bright, 
Array'd in uncreated light ; 
And his almighty word gave birth 
J^oth to the heavens' and fpacious carth# 

A chaos wild the world he faw, 
Shapelefs and ypid ; all nature's law 

Rcjefting 



6 HISTORY of the BIBLE. 

Rcjcfling with difdain to keep, 
And darkncfs hover'd o'er the deep ; 
While fire and water, earth and air, 
In one wild mafs difcordant jarr. 
His Spirit moV*d on the abyfs, 
And calm'd the elements to peace. 
Let there be light, Jehovah faid ; 
And light the high command obey'd. 

He then with powerful hand divides 
The upper from the nether tides, 
Ordain'd the land its place to keep, 
And fix'd the boundaries of the deep. 

Obedient foon to his command, 
A flowery verdure fpreads the land. 
Herbs, plants, and various fhrubs abound, 
Arifing from the new-made ground, 
And as the ftatelier trees afccnd. 
With blufhing fruit their branches bend. 

And now along the heavenly road 
The SEther in pure azure flow*d, 



When 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
"When the young fun, with goldep ray, 
Recciv'd the empire of the day, 
And thence revolving bjight and clear, 
Where the twelve heavenly figns appear 
He fix*<i the limits of the year : 
The filver moon with borrowed light. 
Was made the regent of the night : 
With thick-fown ftars promifcuous round, 
The radiant poles of heaven were crown'd ; 
While milky glories fet and rife 
In long proceilion round the ikies. 

Then pregnant by creative might, 
The water and the air unite. 
The ocean fwarms with life, and gives 
A fpacious field for all that lives. 
The fowls on wing foon upward fly; 
The fifh deep in her b'ofbm lie. 
Like burnifh'd gold, or filvcr's gleam, 
Quick glancing through the chryftal ftream, 

The 



» rtlSTORY of the BIBLE; 

The fmallcr fry difplay their fcales : 
While, fpouting feas, the mighty whales 
Shoot fwift along the foamy wayj 
And tempeft ocean as they play; 

Nor lefs prolific proves the land, 
But heaves with life at Ood's command: 
Up from the graffy turf arife 
Creatures of various form arid fize : 
The horfe, the lion, and the hind, 
Appear in playful gambols join'd : 
While (hakes the elephant the ground, 
And lefTer creatures fwarm around; 

But now a nobler tafk employs 
The mighty Maker of the ikies ; 
A creature made to bear command 
Arifes from his forming hand : 
Out of the dull he rais'd his frame, 
With his own image flampt the fame ; 
MajeAic made to bear the fway, 
And with his breath infpir'd the clay. 



He 
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lie form'd him upright, ftrait and tall, 
And made him ruler over all. 

Soon to the man each creature came. 
And from his lips received its name : 
But high in rank he (lands alone^ 
And fellowfhip can hold with none^ 
Then in a fleep profound he's laid, 
Of his own rib a confort made^ 
Fiefh of his flefh, warm from his tide! 
And fmiling ftands his lovely bride. 

In Eden's moft delightful plains^ 
Where gentle fpring inceffant reigns, 
Amongfl clear fountains, fruits and floW<erS| 
Green walks and ever-fhady bowers, 
The human pair firft faw the light. 
ITo them in heavenly glory btight 
Appear'd their Maker ; and he gave 
Them empire over land and wave. 
With gracious fmiles the pair he bleli'd, 
And, finifh'd now, creation ceas'd» 

» To 



lO HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
To raife the (kies, the earth and Teas, 
Employ *d the Sovereign Power fix days : 
The feventh beheld tht finifh'd frame ; 
And thus the firfl great fabbatli came. 
Then back in triumph up the flcies 
The fliining hoft of heaven arifc. 
The morning flats begin the fongf, \ 

Loud fliout the bright angelic throng, > 

And all their golden harps are ftrung^ J 

To bear on high, through worlds of light, 
The wonders of Creating Might. 

HISTORY THE THfRD; 

fftc FflU of Uan. 

Gin^ ciu iiii. 

A ND ho^ o'er Eden's kajppjr plain 

True- tore, and jojiv a^'p^^^n reign \ 
In innoctenee-the fifti&aii pair, 
And naked beautf,' beavenly fair, 

Amongft 
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Amongft clear ftreams ?ind fragrant groves^ . 
In chaile delights an4 tender loves, 
Amidft full fcenes of growing blifs, 
Jn the fair walJcs of paradife. 
With kind converfe, or gentle play, 
JPafs the delightful hours away. 

But Satan, late expell'd the {kies, 
Beholds their blifs with envious eyes^ 
And as he owes his Maker fpitc, 
And mifchief is his folc delight. 
With all his wiles he ftands intent 
To underipiine ^nd. circumvent. 

When firft the paradife of Gop 
Sy our great aqceftors was trod. 
The fruit of its fair trees was given, 
By the all-bounteous Lor,d of heaven^ 
To them for food. But one of thofe 
Full in the garden.'s centre rofe, 
'By which their Maker chofe to prove 
JTbeir free obedience a;id their love, 

B2 This 



12 HISTORY of the BIBLE, 
This he to tafte or touch forbid, 
And threatcn'd death if e'er they did. 

Inform'd of this, the crafty foe 
Of God and man, to work their woe,^ 
Seeks to p'erfuade them to tranfgrefs, 
And fall at once to wretchednefs. 
Searching with care the creatures round^ 
He foon the fhining ferpent found 

By far more fubtle than the reft, 
And hi^i the guileful fiend poffcft,* 
Soon he perceives fair Eve alone, 

To her the tempting fruit is (hewn, 

Her he beguiles to take and eat. 

And flic her hufband to repeat 

The mortal fm. The guilty joys. 

Which from their difobedience rife. 

How 

♦ The facrcd text mentions no more tnan a common 
ferpent;. but certainly that wily craft, that infmuating 
fophiftry, which feduccd the great mother of mankind, 
muft proceed from a fupcrior. agency. 



HISTORY of the BIB LE. 13 
How fliortl Diflrefs with anguifti joined. 
And kccri remorfc, <lifturb their mind, 
And heave alternate in each breaft : 
Full of tj^eir guilt, and far from reft. 
And of the offended Power afraid, 
They plunge into the thickeft (hade, 
Wherein with broad fig-leaves they aim. 
As they fupppfc, to hide their fliamc. 
But from the Lord's all-piercing eye 
Nothing can in concealment lie : 
In the cool evening of the day, 
As in their clofe retreat they lay, 
Aniongft the trees his glory fhone : 
He call'd, and afks them what they'd done, 
Reluftant, trembling they appear, 
Amaz'd, and (hivering with their fear ; 
Abafh'd, confus'd, full of diftrefs ; 
And in few words their crime confefs. 

The Heavenly Power, in glory bright, 
'W'^ith terrors ann*d, array'd in light, 

Proceed^ 






;i4 HISTORY of the BIBLE^ 
Proceeds to judgment out of hand, 
While angels wait his high commancU 
The ferpent finds the fentenpe firft, 
Condemned -to crawl, ^nd feed on dud j 
Hated henceforth by all mankind, 
Who load with blow^ where'er they find. 
-Sorrow and pain were next decreed 
To woman, when (he brings forth fec4 } 
And, as fhe firft in guilt beg^n, 
To love and ferve unthankful man, 
On Adam laft his Maker frown'd. 
And judg'd him^ while he .curs'd ihe ground, 
, With painful fweat to eajrn his food; 
Jdly to hunt for difl;ant good ; 
To till the ground which Gjqp had.curftj 
And late to die, and turn to duft. 

Then, with compaflion in his eye, . 
The Judge beholds the rebels lie 
f roftrate before him : Them he rears ; 
fip kindly diffipates their fears ; 

And 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
And cloaths them with paternal care, 
'I'hat future hardfhips they may bear. 

And now, by his fupreme command, 
A (hining bznd of cherubs fbnd 
^JV^aving their f?amafing fwotds on high ; 
Before them the delinquents fly, 
And foOn from pafradife are driven : 
Such was iht will tff righteous Heaven. 

HISTORY TttB FOURTH, 
The D'tatk of Abtl. 
Gen. eh. iv. 
irTTTH A T Ibrrow or diftrefs foc'cr 

Defcended on the human pair. 
And dreadful as they fee begin 
The confe^uenoes of their fm^ 
Alas! a» yet they little know 
"What floods and ftormt of paift and woe. 
Are ftill to come. But foon they find 
Diforders rife of various kind 



In 
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In every part of nature's frame, 
Which from their difobediencc came. 
Ah ! how unlike fair Eden*s ground 
Was the coarfe foil, which now they found 
Foul weeds and thorny brambles fill : 
How ftubbornj rough, and hard to till ! 
Nor earth alone; but in the fkies ^ 

Black clouds and various ftorms arife ; > 

Loud thunders roar, and lightning flies. J 
And foon among the brutes begin 
Fury and rage, fhe fruit of fin : 
. The air abounds with birds of prey, 
And beafts grow wild and fierce as they* 
But chiefly in the human mind 
The dire effefts of fin we find, 
Calm region once ; how bright and clear I 
But now foul paflions harbour there ; ' 
Whence dreadful eVils foon take place 
In our firft parents, and their race« 

Two 
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Two blooming Tons between them fharc 
Our general father's love and care. 
Cain, the firft-born of all mankind, 
Strong, rough and hardy, flood inclined 
To toil and labour in the fields, 
And reap the fruits which tillage yields : 
But gloomy care and difcontent 
Lowr'd in his look ; his eye-brows bent 5 
And as his daily tafk he plies, 
JBy frequent fits his murmurs rife. 

On frowning Cain young Abel fmil'd, 
His nature kind, his manners mild ; 
His bofom heav'd with filial love. 
And reverence for the Powers above : 
His brother's roughnefs gave him pain; 
And much he ftrove his love to gain. 
In fporting lambs, with fleeces white. 
And bleating flocks, he took delight ; 
And as in fome delightful fliade 
He watch'd their motions as they play'd, 

C GfC 
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Oft would his thoughts and fong arife 
Warm with devotion to the (kres, 
And when arrived the dated day 
Of facrificc, without delay, 
Elate and chearful.; 7-ie decreed 
The fat'tefi; of his flock to bleed : 
And on his turf-rais'd ahar lays, 
With adoration, love and praifc. 

But furly Cain, with grudging thoughfy 
Of fruits and herbs his offering brought 
In hade, sj^d fweating, while he leaves 
In the full field his faired flieaves ; 
And of the facred fead partook 
With thanklefs heart and gloomy look. 
But with the great Eternal Mind 
Such offerings no acceptance find ; 
And the plain marks of his diflike 
On Cain's penurious altar firike ; 
While full acceptance from the fkiea 
Makes Abel's holy flame arifc. 

With 
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With envious eye, and rifing ire, 
Cain faw the fwift-afcending fire; 
And on his brother caft a look, 
Which all his wicked heart befpoke ; 
When from tjic flties thefe accents broke : 
Thy (late of mind confider, Cain ! 
What reafon haft thou to complain, I 

Or hate thy brother ? He whofe deed* 
Are j aft and worthy, never needs 
To fear acceptance : But beware ! 
Corrc6l thyfelf! for dreadful are 
The paths of fin I^-*Cain trembling heard 
Thcjuft reproof; A while he fear'd. 
But envy gnaws his heart, and breeds 
" Foul paflions there. His brother's deeds 
He views with rancour; and, by turns, 
fiis foul with rage and hatred burns^ 

Walking together in the fields, 
7q rifing ^y.^}"^, ^^s reafon yields : 



±9 HISTORY of the BIBLE., 
The foul reproach at firft he goes ; 
And foon proceeds from words to blows. 
Which with increafing rage he plies, 
Till Abel dead before him lies,* 
Horror, with yaft amazement join'd, 
Dire6lly feiz'd the murderer's mind : 
Amongft the trees he hides the dcad,+ 
Aghafl fome time he ftood ; then fled. 
But what emotions in him rife, 
When God calls to him from the fkies, 
Cain, where's thy brother ? — Black as hell 
In thought, he cries, I cannot tell : 

Am 

• About a mile from Damafcui^ in a valley by the 
£de of a hill, is a place, where a houfe now ftands, 
-which is fhewn for the fpot where Cain murdered his 
fcrothcr. The Jewifli writers fay, that he was killed by 
a blow on the head with a ftone. Milton fays, he wa» 
ilain with a ftone; but fuppofes him to have received 
the blow on his ftomach. 

+ That Cain hid the body of his brother after he had 
Murdered him, is implied by the queftion which Gob. 
a(ks him, Where i« thy brother ? 
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Am 1 my brother's keeper — Loud^ 
Immediate rolling 'crofs the cloud, . 
Full o'er his head the thunder broke,* 
In which the Great Eternal fpoke : 
Think not thy wicked deed to hide, 
For Abel's blood to me hath cry'd 
for righteous vengeance : Jufl the call } 
And on thy impious head ihall fall,- 
Wretch as thou art ! in murder firft ! 
All hateful, bloody, and accurft ! 
Such plagues as make thy woes compleat \ 
And earth (hall groan beneath thy weight. 

* It is highly rcafonable to fuppofe, that fomc pc- 
fuliar and diftinguilhing mark of divine wrath, at- 
tf ndcd this firft pcrpetralion of the word of crimc&. 
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HISTORY THE FIFTH. 

Of Cain and his Offsprings 
Gen, ch. iv, 

"T T T I TH heavy curies on his head, 

Cain from his parent's prefence fled : 

And whcrefoe'cr his fteps he turns, 

An hell of guilt within him burns. 

Horror, confufion, (hame and fear, 

Unitjcd in his looks appear : 

And, with amazing terrors join'd, 

3car hard on his didraded mind* 

Forlorn he wanders full of woe, 

And thinks each man he meets his foe. 

My brother's blood for vengeance cries, 

And by this hand his muderer dies ;— 

He oft repeated, full of pain, 

Expefting daily lo be flain,* 

Weary 

• It appears from Gen. iv. 25. compared with chap. 
V, 3. that the death of Abel happened about the i3otK 

year 
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Weary of life, with ftormy look 
He view*d ihc heavens ; and thus he fpoke : 
My punifhment il more fevere 
Than I, poor hiplefs wretch J can bear; 
While-from all hUman friendlhiptorn. 
Abandoned, helpleft, and forlorn, 
I wander o'cfr' the dreary wafle, 
And think ^ach hour will be my laft.-« 

The condefccnding Goo of all, 
On whom the mUtdei'er fear'd to call, 
Beholds 'with pity from the fkies ; 
And to his loud complaint iisplies : 

in 

year of Adam's life ; ' froiti which it* is Teafonablc to 
fuppofb, that iherrt: Svcrt men aad 'women in the world 
bcfidci Cain and Abel ; and that this really was the cafci 
u evident from the complaint* of Cain, Gen. iv. 14. 
Every oije that fiftdeth m* fhall flsiy me.-— ^reat num- 
bers of fons and<^daughtera might have been bom to 
Adam before this period; and children might have 
been born to'thei^r So thatahertf' is-iio abfurdity in 
what we are iftformed of, concerning Cain aad hi» 
wife, in the land of Nod. 
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In "this, at leaft, thy fears arc vain; 

'Tis not my will that thou be flain ; 

"Whoe'er commits the horrid deed, 

With fcven-f6ld vengeance foon fliall bleed : 

And let this mark, which thou fhait bear, 

Henceforth remove thy groundlefs fear.— . 

Without reply, the wretch accurft 

Tar#fr6m the dwellings of the juft, 

And from his father's peaceful feat, 

Dircdly made his fwift retreat 

To where arofe, with towers fublimc, 

Proud Babylon in future time : 

And fettling in the land of Nod, 

Without the love or fear of God, 

Brought up, far from his father's face, 

A cruel and ungodly race, 

Enoch, his foil, with him combines 

To raife the builder's fair defigns; 

And hence a city rofe to fame, 

By Enoch known, its founder's name, 

Dcfcending 
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i)efccnding in the fourth degree, 
From him came mighty Lamech : He 
For cruehy and fiercenefs fam"d, 
Himfclf his wickednefs proclaim*d-, 
And gloried in the blood he (hed : 
Two wives hi« proftituted bed 
At once receives. From Adah came 
Two brothers known to ancient fame : 
Jabal his flocks to paflure led, 
He various kinds of cattle bred, 
And dwelt in tents : While Jubal found 
The foul-enchanting power of found, 
And various inftruments deign'd. 
To eleyate «nd charm the mind. 
But mighty Tubal-cain proceeds 
trom Zillah : He to greater deeds^ 
And works more famous, foon afpires> 
And forms the mafs amidft the fires : 
From his invention firft appear^ 
The brazen helm; the pointed fpear^ 

D The 
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The {hining fword, the poHfli'd ftiicW, 
And all the terrors »f the field. 

HISTORY THE SIXTH. 

The Birth of Sethy and the long Lives of the 
Antediluvian Patriarchs. 

Gen, ch. v. 

TX THAT floods of forrow, woe, and pain, 

The parents of bur taCc fuflain f 
Artd wheft heart-rending griefs proceed 
From Cain and his accurfed deed ! 
How many keen eorfofive flings 
A wicked child's perverfehefs brings, ^ 
Which, with intolerable fmart 
He fixes in a parent's heart : 
Abel lies dead before their eyes, 
While guilty Cain their prefence flies ; 
And tho* they much their lofs deplote, 
-They fcarce can wifh to fee him more. 

a * Bereaved 
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Bereaved thus, to them remains 
A fad variety of pains : 
But God, in mercy, hears their prayers, 
And fends them, to ;-clicyc their cares, 
And calm their fowows for the dead, 
Another fon in Abel's Head, 
Fair Eve received the child with joy, 
Seth was the name £he gave the boy ; 
Gentle and kind his nature prov'd, 
His parents he re ver'd and lov'd. 
Glad in their prefencc to remain ; 
-And they no longer mourn the flain. 

Through Seth, the third of Adam's fons, 
His future generation runs, , 

And hence an ha^rdy race took birth, 
"Which quickly peopled all the earth. 
Strong was the eai;lieft race of men. 
Healthful and vigorous : ^Nature then 
By (low, infcnfible degrees 
Stpop'd to old age, and fell difcafc, 

D 2 Adam^ 
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Adam, the father pf our race, 
Strelch*d his long life the mighty fpacc^ 
Which fourteen men can fcarcely raife, 
Old men of thefc degenerate days I 
To temperance, toil, and hardfhip bred, 
His long laborious life he led : 
Ten generations pafs'd away, 
While ftill uncoftfcious of decay 
The nature of mankind appears ; 
And life blaz'd on nine hundred years. 

HISTORY THE SEVENTH. 

The Tranjlation of Enoch. 

Qen, ch. v. — Jude^ ver. 14. 

XT' IGHT hundred years their courfe had run^ 

Since time his circling race begun, 
\Vhen fir ft: the fun's afcending ray 
Struck the bright marks pf infant day 
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On the tall trees of Eden : Then 

Tl^e wife and grateful {ire of men 

J(Iis morning adorations paid ; 

And fongs refoundcd through the Ihade. 

3ut now o'er all the peopled plains 

An unremitting languor reigns : 

Tor God's high worfhip and his praife, 

Forfook thefe dark declining days : 

And fuch purfuits engage the throng, 

As give no tafte for heavenly fong. 

Corrupted thus, the groveling mind,, 

To earth and fenfe alone confin'dj^ 

Stupid in duft neglefted lies, 

Nor knows her kindred to the fkies. 

And now the Eternal King infpires ^ 

With holy zeal, and heavenly fires, 
Jlis prophet Enocli to proclaim 
The awful glories of his name.; 
Ileprove mankind for their decay, 
^nd w^rn'thcm of each evil way. 

Amon« 
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Among the thoughtlefs crowd he ftandg, 
With ^yes uplifted, and with hands 
Extended wide : Ye heavens ! he cries. 
Bear witnefs how thefe ardent eyes 
Oft ftream with tears at the difgrace 
And fall of our degener^^te race : ' 
Our pious parents fcxv'd the Lord, 
His worfhip lov'd, and kept his word ; 
Beheld, with joy, his aUar flame, 
And caird upon his holy Name. 
Alas I that name no mprie we hear : 
But fuch riegle6t;and cringes, appear, 
As foon will caufe his.Nyrath to rife, 
And roufe the vengeap^e of tl)c Ikies : 
For know, thp* now; his ftrpk^s delay, 
He will at the appointed day, 
Defcend in temp^ft and in fitc, 
And earth fhall fmoke beneath his ire. 
Ten thoufand faints around him fland, 
While fiom his throne he gives command 

Ta 
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To fetch each finner from afar, 
And bring him trembling to his bar : 
Each witked deed, in fcaret done, 
Will then appear before the fun ; 
No longer juftlcc be delayed, 
But wickcdnefs be well re-paid, 
Almighty wrath again ft it burn, 
And peace and reft no more return.— 
"While thus he fpake, a (hining train 
Of feraphs, from the heavenly plainj 
On a bright cloud defccnding round^ 
The rifing wrath of man confound : 
And unpcrceiv*d by vulgar eyes, 
'i'hey bear the prophet to the ikies; 
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mistorYthe eighth* 

Thi Wickednefs of the Old World. 
Ccn. cJi. vu 
Igorous and ftrong, the human race 



0*crfpread the cafth with vaft increafe; 
Wide fields, with flocks and hefds, are feen^ 
And tents and cities fland between. 
The race of pious Selh unite, 
To praftife what i&juft and right ; 
Religion's peaceful paths they trod, 
And hence were call'd the fons of God^ 
But Cain's loofe offspring from their birth 
Were taught to grovel on the earth ; 
To mind the things of time and fenfe, 
All happinefs expefting thence* 
In beauty's bloom, and rich arrays 
Their daughters all their charms difplay i 
Form'd to the tafle of wanton joy, 
To drefs, to dance, to roll the eye ; 

Their 
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Their amorQus fongs the palBo^s move, 
Infpiring eveiy heart with love : 
Thefe arts the fons of God infnare, 
And foon they feizc the willing fair ; 
Make it their whole delight to pleafe ; 
With them they live, and learn their ways : 
Each to his foft inchanting dame 
Yields up his virtue and his fame ; 
Forgets the God he ferv'd before, 
And fecks his worlhip now no more. 

From fuch an union foon proceeds 
A dreadful train of horrid deeds : 
The fear of God forfakes the earth, 
And monftrous crimes hence fife to birth» 
Quickly a race of giants came, 
Of mighty bone, and mighty fame ; 
Preadful in arms, and (Irong in war. 
Their great exploits refounded far : 
For brutal ilrength alone renown 'd, 
With gloomy rage and fiercenefs crown'd : 

E Supreme 
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Supreme in wickedncfs they flood. 
And madg the world a field of blood : 
Adulteries, murders, rapes their joy ; 
And their great glory, to deftroy. 

Thus o'er the earth's extended plains 
Outrageous vice triumphant reigns ; 
For when the voice of war no more, 
With horrid found, was heard to roar, 
Then mirth and riot, dance and fong, 
Prevaird amongfl the impfous throng : 
Haughty, revengeful, and unjuft, 
- And full of cvr.clty and luft, 
In noify feaft, or broils and frays, 
They weary'd out their numerous daysr ^ 

From his high throne, above the fky^ 
Jehovah fees the nations lie 
In wickednefs ; and every mind 
To guilt alone and vice inclined ; 
Proceeding on from ill to ill, 
And bolder crimes projedling ftill. 



He 
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He faw, and heaven's indulgent Lord 
The work of his own hands abhorr*! : 
With anger heard the horrid cry, 
And flood determin'd to deftroy. 

HISTORY THE NINTH. 

The Preaching of Noah, and Preparing the Ark. 

Gen, ch. vi. 

TDUT Heaven's awakened vengeance ftays, 

And mercy long the ftroke delays 2 
For now, in time's account appears 
A fpace of near fix huhdred years, 
Since warning was by Enoch given, 
From the indulgent King of Heaven, 
To ftrike each daring rebel dumb, 
Of rifmg wrath, and woes to come. ■ "'•' 

' J^ivine forbearance fuch a fpace 
Allow-d to man's degenerate race, 
fTo fee their errors, and repent, 
And their deftruftion to prcvent« 

E 2 But 
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But fuch a fpace allow 'd in vain 
To thoughtlefs mortals, to reflrain 
Prevailing guilt's incrcafing force, 
Or check wild paflion's headlong courfc; 
From bad to worfc, the long-liv'd race 
Defcends ; and in the indulgent fpace, 
Kindly by Heaven allow 'd, proceeds 
To more atrocious, horrid deeds. 

With full abhorrence, from the fky 
The LoRp beholds the nations lie, 
Defil'd with violence and blood, 
And far remote from every good : 
But though their daring crimes provoke, 
Mercy delays the mighty flroke 
Six times the fpace of twenty years : ♦ 
So flow to wrath the God appears. 

One, 

♦ Trom Gen. yi. 3. compared with 1 Pet. iii. 20. wc 
l^n, that the long-fuffering of God waited on the oKi 
woirld, in the days of Noah^ 1.20 y^i%%^ while the ark WM 
|>re|>ftring. 
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One man there was, and one alone, 
To whom the King of Heaven was known ; 
Koah his name : From Enoch he 
Defcended in the third degree : 
Steady he ftands in virtue's caufe, 
Maintaining God's forfaken laws; 
While o'er the earth's extended plains 
Bold wickednefs outr<^eous reigns, 
And a whole though tlefs world coitimandsj^ 
Which on the brink of ruin ftands. 
Heaven's awful King to him. appear'd. 
And thus his fovereign will dcplar'd : 
When I created man at firft, 
And rais'd his fabric from the duft, 
I form'd him upright, pure, and good ; 
And little in ipy fight he ftood 
Inferior to the fons of heaven : 
Such dignity to him was given 
• ]n hfs creation, that I then 
Pelighted in the ibns of men. 

Now 
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Now, with abhorrence, from the fky 
I fee man's wretched offspring lie, 
Stain'd with fuch crimes as loudly cry 
For ample vengeance : Long have they 
Abus'd my mercy : The delay 
That (lays my wrath, but makes their way 
The more prefuraptuous ; therefore I 
Will the whole wicked race deftroy. 
Both birds and beads (hall with them fall. 
And one vaft ruin fwallow all. 
Cloath*d in black clouds I will dcfcend. 
And all the fkics beneath me bend 
In floods of waters : Then in vain 
Shall this rebellious race complain, 
While on the dreadful furge I ride, 
And dafh them all beneath the tide. 
But thou, my fervant, then fhalt prove 
The objeft of peculiar Ice ; 
And thee and thine, with tender care, 
I in the general wreck will fparc. 
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To my commands thy heart incline, 
And peace and fafety fliall be thine. 
' To yonder mountain turn thine eyes, 
And fee the ftately cedars rife ; 
With heavy (Irokies their roots furround, 
And bring them headlong to the ground : 
With thefc a fabric thou Ihalt form, 
To ride the furge, and brave the florm ; 
Capacious, vaft, and jointed ftroiifg 
With ribs of cedar, all along 
With huge planks cover' d, and fecur* 
With pitch, the waters to endure : 
Three (lories fhalt thou make, and large 
Apartments, to receive thy charge ; 
To light the whole, one window wide, 
And let the door be in the fide. 
For of each bird that cleaves the air, 
Shall to thy friendly fhade repair, 
And of each bead that treads the ground, 
While the whole circling year goes round, 

a Shall 
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Shall in the floating ark i^emain 

A ftock, to raife their tribes again^ 
. When low in death the nations lie, 

Ai>d all the race of creatures die^ 
Thyfelf and family Ihall ride 

In fafety on the roaring tide ; 
While mighty oceans foam and rave> 
And make the world a general grave. 
Then, -when obedient to my law, 
Thou feeft the mighty fl;oods withdraw^ 
Defcending on the verdant plain, 
Thou ftialt begin the world again,— 

The patriarch heard, nor long delay'd, 
But foon his fteps approach the fhade ; 
His fons the tafk aflign'd attend, 
Beneath their ftrokes the cedars bend ; 
And all, by Heaven direfted, join 
To bring about the great defign, 
A fabric large and fttong they raife, 
The wonder of thefc early days : 

Three 
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Three hundred cubits, vaft extent I 
In length the wonderous building went; 
Its fpacious breadth full fixty goes ; 
Above the bafe it thirty rofe : 
The God of heaven thefc meafures gave. 
As beft to bear the tolling wave^ 
Six times the fpace of twenty years, 
The holy patriarch appears 
Intent on labour ; for to raife 

So vad a building, all thefe days 
Requir'd ; nor, while the work he ply'd, 

Strove he the great defign to hide ; 

But warn'd whoe'er enquiring flood, 

Of Hea'^en's fix'd purpofe, and the flood, 

Ready to burfl in ceafelefs rains. 

And drown the earth's polluted plains, 

3ut no regard his words obtain, 

And all his preaching is in vain* 

In mirth and riot, dance and fong, 

The world fecurely roll'd along ; 

F Boldly 
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Boldly from guilt to guilt proceeds ; 
Nor e'er repented of their deeds. 

HISTORY THE TENTH. 
The Deluge. 
Gen* ch, viii. 
AND now the finifh'd fabric. Hands 

In profped to the neighbouring lands } 
And nobly worthy it appears 
The labour of an hundred yeafs : 
Like fome black cloud it feem'd around, 
And on the whole horizon frown'd. 

The patriarch had, by Heaven enjoin'd^ 
Well fl:or'd with food of every kind 
His vaft capacious magazine : 
But no' remorle or fear is feen 
In the whole wicked world around^ 
By Heaven devoted to be drown'd. 
When to the lire, from heaven's high thronei 
The Lord his fovereign will made known : 

Hafte! 
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Haftc ! haftc! my fervant, and be wife, 
For in the ark all fafety lies : 
Take in the creatures, bird and bead. 
Take in the greatefl, and the lead : 
Let all thy family afcend ; 
And lad thyfelf. For novJr the end 
Of all is come. And \vhcn the fun 
Seven times his daily courfe hath run, 
Inccflant burfting from the (kics, 
The rain fhall fall, the floods (hall rife.-— 
Thus fpake the God, while in the air 
Hovering on wing, the birds repair 
Swift to the fire : The wildcft game 
Of beads, familiar grow, and tame| 
The fierce d gentle. — He obeys, 
And every bird and bead conveys 
To the apartments he aflign'd, 
Taught by the Great All-ruling Mind* 

Three blooming fons had blefs'd his bed, 
And each a lovely fpoufe had wed \ 

? a All 
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All thcfe, by Heaven's peculiar care. 
For fafcty lo the ark repair : 
>^^aft, with his wife the fire afcends^ 
And on his Maker's care depends ; 
Whofe power, before the r»ins begin^ 
Each crevice clos'd, and fhut them in. 

And now black clouds and ftorms a rife, 
And low-hung vapour fills the (kies ; 
Deep thunders roar, blue lightnings play, 
And dark and difmal is the day : 
When, fudden burfting from the cloudy 
As the impetuous torrent loud, 
Heavy and hard defcend the rains ; 
And daihing waters drenqh the plains. 

By torrents rais'd, the rivers roar, 
And heed their ancient courfe no more ^ 
No human art their force "jvithftands. 
Furious they drive acrofs the Tands,, 
Foam, fmoke and rage, thro' every bound,. 
And deluge all the country round. 

Tbea 
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The waters, with refiftlcfs force, 
Bear all before them in their courfe ; 
AVhile cattle, cottages, and woods, 
Wide float upon the roaring floods. 

The impious race that durfl deride^ 
"With horror view the fwelling tide, 
AVhich now inceflantly prevails. 
And every lofty building fcales : 
No ftately pile its owner faves, 
But in the chambers roll the waves. 

And now dire fcenes of horrors rife, 
Sad fights of woe, and difmal cries : 
By rifmg floods from fhelter driven. 
Expos 'd to aH the rage of Heaven, 
Vafl crowds afcend the mountain's (ide ; 
3ut every refuge is deny'd ; 
The driving dorm each (inner feels, 
With mighty waters at his heels ; 
And he beholds, with dire difaiay, 
f he growing horrors of the day, 

Hugo 
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Huge giants plunge amidft the tides, 
Which, rolling, lafh their bcawny fides : 
In vain they lift their fiery eyes. 
And (lorm and rage, and curfe the ikies ; 
For, beaten with impetuous rain, 
Enormous fize and ftrength are vain. 

To clofe the fcene, with horrid noifc 
The mighty feas in mountains rife ; 
Their ancient bounds no longer keep, 
But o'er the nations rolls the deep. 
Lafh'd by fierce winds, old ocean raves, 
And madly throws about his waves ; 
Tofles oh high, thunders aloud. 
And mixes with the low-hung cloud. 
Seas, ftorms, and clouds together blend. 
Foam, fmoke, and daftiing, roar and rend. 
Four times the height of modern men 
Above the higheft mountain, then 
The mighty deluge rears his head ; 
And on the waters float the dead. 



Now 
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Jjow low in death each nation lies, 
And every living creature dies. 
.The works of man, and all hit powers, 
His palaces, his lofty towers, 
His fpacious cities, nations, all 
In one prodigious ruin fall : 
His pomp and pride on every (horc, 
Loft in the deluge, are no more. 
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HISTORY THE FIRST. 
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The Pnfervation of the Ark^ ana Return of the 
Waters, 

Gen. ch. viii. 

O AFE, firm and flrong, the ark remains, 

^ Amidft the hard and heavy rains, 

And in the mighty deluge rides 

Secure upon the dafhing tides. 

Full forty days the angry Iky 
Pour'd its fierce catarafts from on high ; 
And in tempeftuous, ceafelefs rain, 
Mix'd black and horrid with the main : 
It the^abates ; but to the end 
Of fu^tve months the rains defcend : 
And^ their height the waters roar. 
An ocean now without a fhore. 

Then, to his people ever nigh, 
The Mighty Ruler of the Sky, 
Whofe voidb the roaring waves obey, 
Commands; and the vaft floods decay. 

G 2 Obedient 
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Obedient to his powerful law, 
Out fly the winds ; the clouds withdraw ; i 

Bright fhines the fun ; and from his fires 
With hafty fteps the fea retires : 
The fpacious ark it leaves behind, 
On a high mountain ; while the wind ^ 

Dry blowing, thro' Ikies bright and cleap. 
Soon makes the hills around appear. 
The patriarch, the fcene furveys, - 
With holy gratitude aK praife : 
Beholds with joy th^bbing main, 
And fmiling views dry land again. 
He fends a raven and a dove, ^^ 

The firmncfs of the ground to prove ; 
And foon Jbimfclf and all hi& train, ^^ 
Pour from the mountain oriSRie plain* 
They left the ark at God*s command. 
And now before his altar ftand i -r^ 
The lire commands, the viftims Uled ; 
The facrifice they bring with fpccd |» 

His 
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His wife and children join, and raifc 
To Heaven's high King in prayer and praife 
Their grateful hearts. When, lo ! on high 
The eternal God, in open fky. 
Sets full in view his fliining bow ; 
A token given to all below, 
That by his power he will reftrafn 
. licnceforth the fluices of the rain ; 
Will lend his ear when men implore, 
And drown the guilty vlftrld no more. 



HISTORY TkE SECOND. 

The nct^topling the Earth : the building of Bd' 
bel ;™e Conjufion of Tongues : and the Dif- 
-■ perfng of the Nations* 
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IX, X, XI. 

OW had the circling year gone round, 
Sin^l^firflthe deluge fweptthe ground ; 
And the bri|ftt furi on heaven's high plain 
Brought on the weeks and days again ; 

- When 
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When fliining bright in living green. 
The forefts and the fields are fcen, 
Frcfh flowerets fmile o'er all the plains, 
And gentle fpring triumphant reigns ; 
In wide profufion nature's hand 
Showers every blefling o'er the land. 
The patriarch plants the noble vine, 
With blufliing grapes its branches Ihine, 
Which prcfs'd produce delicious wine. 
Th' unwary chief wjflk pleafurc quaft, 
Nor knows what iJRittend the draught; 
But foon perceives the ftrange event, jk 
And flaggering reels into his tent. 
Uncovcr'd, there he flecping lies ; 
The youngeft fon his father fpi^s ; 
His fire's difgrace, and p|ii|pkt ilate. 
Ham dares with laughter to relate 
To Shem and Japheth : They, ^vi tjfcg rief 
Cover v/ith care the thoughtlcfs chief; 

Who 
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Who wakes, and hearing what was done, 
By his immodcft youngeft fon, 
A curfe pronounces on his feed, 
To abjeft flavcry hence decreed. 

From thcfe three fons of Noah rofc 
A iecond race of men ; and thofe 
Together dwelt ; fuppofed near 
Ajji^nia's ridge of mountains, where 
gjllre ark was lodg'd : Increafing there, 
Their offspring fpreads the vales and plains, 
And while a lively fenfe iHmains 
Frefli on^their minds, of dradful wrath 
Late e^^putcj^ on the earth, 
For wickednefs ; reftrain'd by fear, 
From daring crimes their lives arc clear» 
In tribes they dwelt,, paternal fway 
With love and honoB Acy obey* 
Each father was, fomc little fpacc. 
King, prieft t^d parent of his race : 

Till 
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Till Nimrod rofe; in line he flood 
Fourth from the fire that 'fcap*d the flood: 
Ambition high his heart infpires, 
And fills his foul with all her fires : 
To govern nations is his aim, 
And raife himfelf a mighty name. 
By (kill in huntipg fiift he rofe ^ 
To high renown ; but quickly grows 
To greater power ; for foon we find 
That he to empire raised his mind, • 
And forges chains for half mankind. 
Searching with care the region round, 

A vaft and pleafant plain was found f|| ■ 
In Shinar's land, hereafter known 

By Babylon's proud walls and throne, 

Where fwift Euphrates rolls his ftream; 

And here, to make themfclves a name, 

The fens of men in concert join 

To bring about a great defign : 

A ftrong 
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A ftrong and wealthy city raife, 
The wonder of thefe early days. 
And make a mighty building rife, 
Rcar'd on Vaft arches to the fkies. 
With brick the wonderous fabric tofc ; 
And on the work fucccfsful goes ; 
Rais'd with iprodigious pains and coft, 
•"jSEill in the clouds its head was loft. 

All heaven beholds ; and fcon in ire 
Defcends in ftorms the Eternal Sire : 
His thunders roar, his lightnings blaze. 
And fill the builders with amaze. 
But flbw fucceeds a faA more ftrange ; 
For all the tribes their language change, 
Touch'd by thb God, who, fwift as thought, 
To each an unknowti di6lion taught. 
- In vain the rulers give command, 
Their (laves xlo longer undefftand ; 
Their work is- left without delay. 
In dire confufton and difm^y. 

H Thus 
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Thus uproar wide in tumult reigns^ 

And o'er the earth's extended plains 

The various families are hurPd, 

And quickly people all the world. 

In Europe fettle Japheth's fons ; 

And wide his generation runs. 

In after-times hence rofe to fame 

The mighty Greek and Roman name. 

it 
And various nations now well known, 

Fix'd in the Northern temperate zone. 

Bafking beneath the burning (ky, 

* In Afric's plains, the nations lie 

From Ham proceeding. And his race, ♦• 

Peopling a vaft extent of fpace. 

Through Egypt and Arabia runs, 

And Ethiopia's fable fons, 

Poffcfllng all the fun-burnt foil 

Between the- Niger and the Nile. 

And more than thefe, of Canaan came 

The various nations from his name 

Call'd 
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Caird Canaanitcs ; whofc country lay 
Between Euphrates and the fea. * 

But favoured Shem's defcendants gain 
Each fruitful Afiatic plain : 
His niimerous fbns the land divide^ 
From great Euphrates' headlong tide, 
To where the Ganges rolls his flood 5 
And, by the great command of God, 
The fons of Abram feize the plains 
Of fertile Canaan ; and here reigns 
A long illuflrious line of kings, 
From whence the great Messiah fprings. 

Thus o*er the earth the nations fprcad, 
Which from the dire confufion fled. 
But mighty Nimrod ftill remain'd, 
And in the land of Shinar reign'd : 
At Babel fix'd his regal throne ; 
'J'hcrc with tyrannic glory fhone, 

H 2 Subjcfling 

* Jht Mcditcrran^n. 
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Subjcfting nations to his fway ; 
And vaflal realms his laws obey. 

HISTORY THE THIRD. 

The CaU of Abram : His Departure from Haran 
into Canaan : His Adventure in Egypt : His 
Returnjo Canaan ; and Separation from kis 
Kinfman, Lot* . . 

Genj, ch. xti. xiii. 

T^HUS, fprcad around the gljobe, mankind 
From GoD*s truje worfhip foon declin*d ;. 

And every natidn, flupid grown, 

£refted temples of their own. 

And worfhipp'd idols ; Hence the Lord 

This fecond race of men abhorr'd : 

And, as they all forfake his laws, 

His prefence from them he withdraws. 

And leaves them to their evil ways. 

But yet J his future church to raife, 

One man he choofes from the rcll, 

To him in glory ftands confeft ; 

Inclines 
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Inclines him to his high command, 
And calls him from his native land. 
At Ur in Chaldca dwelt the chief, 
Hereafter fam'd for his belief 
Of God's fair promife. On him (hone 
A beamy blaze from heaven's high thrOne ; 
And thus the God himfelf made known : 
Abram, (fuch was the hero's name) 
Thou hail beheld the fcnfelefs fhamc 
Of all thy nation ; to thee known 
Are all ^heir idols, wood or flone, 
Or gold, or filver : Such may pleafe ; 
But could the world be made by thefc ! 
Dr can they juftly be ador'd 
\s heaven's Supreme Eternal Lord ! 
•^rom fuch falfe worihip turn thine eyes, 
\.nd feek the God that made thee. Wife 
s every man that loves my ways ; 
^nd fuch I will hereafter raifc 

To 
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To glorious heights : Then heed my word ! 
I am thy Maker, and thy Lord : • 

Regard my counfcl ! From this land 
With fpeed depart. Let thy command 
Engage thy fervants : Take thine all ; 
Rich is the land to which I call : 
■ My biefling there fhall on thee fall ; 
My conduft guide, my arm defend, 
And I will be thy conftant friend ; 
From thee a mighty nation raifc ; 
Attend thy fteps, direft thy ways ; 
And, leading thee to peace and reft, 
All nations fhall in thee be bleft. 

The patriarch heard ; nor long delay'd ; 
But with believing love obey'd. 
His beauteous wife, his aged fire, 
And kinfman Lot, by his defirc 
Join in the journey ; and they came. 
Acrofs the fwift Euphrates' ftream, 

And" 
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And dwelt at Haran : Abram there 
Bury*d his ancient father : Where * 

Not long remaining, foon he gains 
Rich Canaan ; and in Moreh's plains 
Pitches his tents. Not poor he came 
To a flrange land ; but high in fame, 
And with a vaft abundance blefs'd ; 
Being of princely wealth podefs'd. 
White ihine his bleating flocks around ; 
His lowing herds o'erfpread the ground ; 
Camels and afTes fill the land ; "^ 

And a great train of fervants {land, > 

While, like a prince, he gives command. ) 

The God pf Abram here appeared, 
And foon his fovereign voice was heard. 
Which to the attentive chief made known, 
That all the land fhould be his own. 
Regardful of the heavenly word, 
* He built an altar to the Lord ; 

At. .4 
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And facrificc upon it lays, 
With holy gratitude and praife. 

Then journeying fouthward with his train, 
• A lofty mountain foon they gain, 
That ftands by Bethel. Terah's fon, 
As he at Moreh*s plains had done, 
An altar built ; the viftims flame, 
And he invokes the holy name 
Of great Jehovah, Southward lies 
His journey ftill : But frowning fkics 
Deny their fuccour to the field ; 
No corn, nor pafturc can it yield, 
But famine rages. Egypt's foil, 
Well watcr'd by the fruitful Nile, 
Produces plenty. Though with fear^ 
The pious patriarch journeys there. 

From his fair wife his fears arife, 
Left her bright beauty charm the eyes 
Of Egypt's fons, and foon infpire 
Their bofoms with forbidden fire ; 

1 And 
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-And urg'd by this outrageous flame^ 

They kill him, to poffefs the dame* 

To'ftmn this danger, he defires 

Her not to check their amorous fires ^ 

'By pleading marriage; but conceal 

What might be dangerous to reveal; 

And call herfelf his fifter : She 

Regards his caution ; and, thought free, 
A Amir'd for beauty^ foon they bring 
The wife of Abram to the king. 

Dilhonour to his fervant's bed . .^^ 

The Lord prevents ; and e'er fhe's led 
To^nuptial rites, he fmites the land 
With plagues ; which make them underftand 
The wrong dcfign'd. The prince in heat 
Reproves the patriarch for the cheat, 
Reftores his wife without delay ; 
And fends both, them and theirs away. 
He then returns to Canaan's plains. 
And foou his former altar gains,; 

I Bordering 
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3ordering on Bethel. No decay 
His fubftance fuffcr'd, fincc the day 
He went to Egypt. Lov'd and blcfs'd 
By Heaven s liigh King, his goods iucreas*d« 
Wide ftand his tents ; his fleecy pride 
Shines white along the mountain fide : 
His lowing herds o'erfpread the plains; 
And ground for pafture fcarce remains. 
His nephew. Lot, like increafe foimd ; 
And his fair flocks and herds abound 
Too numerous on the crowded ground. 
Thus ftraitned, foon contention rofc 
Amongft the herdfmen : Abram goes 
To Lot his kinfman, for he chofe 
To end all difcord: The good man 
With mild benevolence began: 
O let all ftrife an^ongft us ceafe ; 
Love be our lot, and conflant peace? 
For we are brethren : God hath blcfs'd 
Us both ; and with vafl wealth increased* 

Our 
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Oar union burdens all the land ; 
Nor can our tents together ftand : 
Then view the country round and feize 
The plains that beft thine eye may pleafe ; 
And let us part. — ^With care around 
The fon of Haran view'd the ground ; 
When (hining bright in living green. 
Were the fair banks of Jordanfeen : 
Here was his choice, and all his train* 
Stretch'd wide along the verdant plain -, 
And his fair tents near Sodom ftood, 
Glofe bordering on thefwelling flood. 

Then thus to Abram fpoke the Lord : 
Thou haft belicv'd my fovereign word. 
And true fhalt hnd it. Take thy ftaud, 
And from this hill furvey the land. 
Where each low plain before thee lies, 
Or diftant mountains dulky rife, 
Eaft, weft, north, fouth, it is decreed 
Tathee, and to thy niunerous feed. 

I^ HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE FOURTH. 

Tke War of the Confederate Kings; the Captivity of: 
Lot; and his Refcue by Abram. 
Gen, ch. xiv. 
nn W E L V E years the king of Elam held; 

Five kings in tribnte; they rebeU'd. 
The thirteenth year, and jointly chofe . , 
With force of armsto face their foes. 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admahcame,, 
Zeboiim,. Zoar, fond of fame. 
With all their kings, into the field ; 
And ftand determin'd not to yield. 
But Elam's prince to battle brings- 
Three of his friendly neighbouring kings y. 
And like a ftorm that furious blows, 
He fmites the nations as he goes. 
Sodom beholds him from afar. 
Shining in all the pomp of war; 
While warriors, chariots, fiery fteeds, 
Stand all prepardfor warlike deeds: 
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Spears, (hields, and ihining helms abound ; . 
And armies cover all the groimd. 

The valeof Siddim lay between 
Where the approaching war was I'ccn, . 
And Sodom's towers. In ancient time 
This vale was full of pits oi (lime, 
Eubbling like pitch, from fable fprings.. 
Here met the fierce contending kings, . 
With furious- onfct. Elam's force 
Drove like a torrent *, and his courfc. 
Thro growing-mountains of the flain, . 
The warring kings oppos'd in vain : 
They fall before him, and, with dread, 
Their armies tum'd their backs, and fied ;* 
In crowds they ran, like timorous deer. 
Fell in the pits, and perifh'd there : 
The few that 'fcap'd, the mountains gain,. 
And leave their cities, and the plain. 

Thus having vanquifli'd every foe, 
To plunder fowl the conquerors go. 
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It was for plunder that they came : 
By force they feizc each tender dame,- 
And take away whate'er remains, 
Or in the cities, or the plains i 
The cities they forbear to bum, 
But leave them empty, and return.- 

The fon of Haran's fubftance lay 
Bireclly in the vi^lors way : 
They feize his all » and full of grief 
Is captive led the pious chief. 

Of his difafter Abram heard, 
And foonin.fliining arms appeared. 
Quick he his gieat intention fends 
Araongft his warlike neighbouring friends,. 
Who arm with fpeed: Three hundred men- 
Able for war,, the hero then 
From his own houfhold boldly brings. 
And follows the vi£lorious kings : 
Them he furprizes in the night. 
And puts the mighty hoft to flight: 
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Vaft flaughter lie amongft them makes, 
jVnd all the booty foon re-takes. 
With this he mcafures back the plain, 
And brings the captives in his train. 
Lot comes confpicuous in the throng. 
And with loud fhouts they march along. 

The king of Salem on the plain 
Comes forth to meet the joyful train ; 
'Gives bread and wine, proceeds to blefi. 
And praifes God for, their fuccefs. 
Soon, hearing of the hero's fame, , 

The king of Sodom likewife^came. 
This yanquiih'd prince with growing joy 
Beholds his captive fubjef^s nigh : 
Thefe he intreats him to reftore. 
And thefe alone ; he a(ks no more. 
But generous Abram will not foil 

His glory with reward or fpoil? 

But all his arms had won, beftows. 
And to his tents triumphant goes. 

HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE FIFTH. 

^CO D confirms his Cotenanl with Abram ; ffrmffts - 
him a Son: and gives him a Sign* 
Gen. "ch. xv. 
**Tp H E fun was funk beneath the main. 

And filent night refum'd her reign. 
When God to Abram, in. a dream. 
Bright fhining in full glory came. f 

Abram ! the Heavenly Vifion fays. 
Be ftrong, and fear not: All thy day« 
Jehovah is thy conftant friend ; 
. Like a broad fhield he will defend ; 
And thy continual prayer regard : 
Exceeding great is thy reward ! — 
The waking chief direcliy rofc. 
And to God's holy altar goes ; 
Where falling down, in open air. 
He thus prefents his pious prayer. 
Thou art fupreme in glory. Lord, i 
^nd able to. perform thy word : 

3ut 
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But, oh ! regard thy fervant's care. 
Who childlefs goes, without an heir. 
Fain would I turn my joyful eyes 
To whence my promis'd feed (hall rife. 

And my adopted offspring fee. 
Is faithful Eieazar he ? — 

A blaze of glory round him (hone ; 

Abram, thou (halt embrace a fon ; 

Not one adapted, but thine own ; 

The Lord reply 'd : And lift thy fight. 

Behold the twinkling ftars of night. 

And their prodigious number fee I 

Such fhall thy future offspring be ! 

I, Heaven's fupreme eternal Lord, 

Will certainly perform my word. 

From Ur in Chaldea, thee I brought. 

And uncorrupted worfhip taught : 

This land I promis'd thee ; and know. 

This land I furely will beftow. — 

K The 
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The pious chief ftill proftratc lies. 
And to the Heavenly Power replies: 
J^et not thcfe words my God ofiend^ 
But to thy fervant's weaknefs bend : 
Not that I think thy promife vain^ 
But would a full afTurance gain : 
And if thou wilt this land beftow. 
Give me fome fign, that I may know.--*- 
In condefcendiug briglitnefs fhines 
The Heavenly Power, and thus rejoins : 
Take me an heifer three years old ; 
An homed ram bring from thy fold ^ 
Like aged, let a fhe-goat bleed ; 
And to my altar be decreed 
A turtle-dove, that mourns her mate ; 
And let a pigeon on me wait. — 

Soon as the morn adorns the flcics, 
Abram prepares the facrifice : 
The vii^ims flain, his fword divides, 
Andoppofite he lays their fides ; 

Watches 
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Watches the fame throughout the day, 
And drives the hovering fowls away. 
But when the fun, with oblique beams 
Defc ending low, but feebly gleams. 
On the cold gfound the patriarch lies. 
And heavy fleep feals up his eyes. 
Wrapp'd in black night his foul appears,. 
And foon an awliil voice he hears 
in vifion, thus : Unto thy feed 
An heavy bondage is decreed 
Four hundred years ; Then will I rife. 
And with my thunders {hake the fkies ; 
Make all their proud oppreifors mourn ; 
And to this land they fhall return.— 
Abram awakes ; no light remains. 
But darknefs covers all the plains : 
When thro- the vi6lims, as they lay, 
A burning furnace tookMts way ; 
A lamp fucceeds, which, blazing bright. 
Darts thro' the darknefs of the wighu 

}L z Abrami 
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Abrani adores; The Lord appears; 
And Wis deliglitful voice he hears. 
What thou haft feen, conclude the figu 
That Canaan's land (hall all be thhie : 
Thy fons fiiall till the fruitful foil. 
From great Euphrates to the Nile : 
And with the Land I will them blefs. 
Which ten great nations * now poffcfs. 

y • 

HISTORY THE SIXTH. 

The Inftitution of Circumcifion; and the Promife of 

the Birth of Ifaac, 

Gen, ch. xvii. 

T^TOW fourteen times, with plenty crown d, 

The fun had led the feafons round 
The tents of Abram, fince from heaven 
He had the full a/I'urance given 

Of 

* ThcKcnites, theKenizzites, the Kadmonitcs; the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rcphaims, the Amoritcs, 
the Caaaanites, the Gergalbites, and the JebuQtcs. 
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Of a vaft offspring. Ninety-nine 
Was now his age : In her decline 
Hit much-Iov'd wife appears *, from wliom 
The heir of promife was to come. 
Defpairing of her own, the dame. 
With good intent and pious aim. 
Had to her hufband given her maid»* 
In hopes of iffue. She obcy'd •, 
And foon to "Abram bare a fon. 
Who now his thirteenth year had run» 
When to the fire appear'd the Loud, 
And thus confirm'd his former word : 



* It ought to be obfcrved, that the Lord was not 
confulted in this affair; and that after this he fcems to 
have withdrawn his prefcnce for fourteen years. A 
plurality of wives was indeed permitted, in the early 
ages of the world ; and good men fecm to have bcwi led 
into it, by an eager dcfire of a • numerous offspring* 
But, it being contrary to the law of nature, and the 
firft inftitution of marriage, it cannot be fuppofed ta 
be well-pleadng to Go&. 
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I am the Potent God of Light, 
Boundlefs in gloiy, and in might : 
With pious care my law regard. 
And thou fhalt find a furc reward ; 
For I will multiply thy feed, 
And make thine offspring great indeed :: 
High in the earth their fame {hall be ; 
And mighty kings fhall come of thee.. 
No longer Abram be thy name, 
But Abraham. Thee I proclaim 
Father of nations , and thy race 
Shall fafely dwell before my face : 
By them fhall Canaan's land be trod,. 
And I will ever be their God» 
Then heed my covenant! 'Tis decreed 
To every male throughout thy feed. 
That in his flefh fhall henceforth ftiinc 
A marie, by which I hold them mine : 
When he eight days hath feen the light, 
The iiifant fhall receive the rice ; 

And: 
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And all that own thy juft command, 

Wherc-e'er thy wide-fpread tents may (land. 

Shall this incifion furcly know ; 

Whoe'er rcfufes let him go. 

Thy wife, in token of my care. 

Shall now the name of Sarah hear ; 1 

And when twelve months their courfe have nm. 

She furely /hall bring forth a fon. 

Her I will highly blefs, and fhe 

Shall mother of great nations be, 

"Wliofe country full in profpcd lies. 

And mighty kings (hall from her rife.- — 

With joy adores the pious fage ; 

But thinks his own, and Sarah's age. 

Now ninety years, too great to bear. 

And humbly thus prefcnts his prayer : 

O Lord ! let Ifhmael * be thy care. — 

The Heavenly Power, before his eyes 

Shines brighter flill, and thus replies : 

Sarah 

. : . * His fon by Hagar, Sarah's maiJ. 
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Sarah thy wife (hall bear indeed, 
And Ifaac thou fhalt call her feed ; 
His offspring (hall poffefs this Land, 
My covenant fhall with them ftand 
For ever. Good is thy rcqueft 
Fur Ifhmael, and he (hall be bleft ; 
I'll multiply him for thy fake, 
He (hall a mighty nation make : 
But he whom Sarah foon Ihall bear, • 
Ifaac, thy fon, fhall be thine heir: 
And future bleffings are decreed, 
, In long fucccfldon to his feed. — 
Regardful of the high command. 
Not long docs pious Abraham fland ; 
What God enjoin d was quickly done, 
Both to kinifelf , and to his fon *, 
And every male that own'd his fway. 
Was circumcis'd without delay. 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE SEVENTH. 

Abraham Entertam Three Angels. 

G^n. ch* xviii. 

" TTTHEN Alt)raham's fword, from hofUlc chauis 

Had brought his nephew to the plains 
Where fwelling Jordan rolls his iiream* 
This pious chief foon after came 
And dwelt fn Sodom : When he faw 
That people fwerve from nature's lawi 
And a6l fuch monftrous wickednefn, 
. As language blufhes to exprefs. 

The God of purity and love. 
Who fits in glory throri'd above. 
While to his bright, all-feeing eye. 
The works of men in profpc6llic, 
Is rous'd to vengeance, and proceeds 
To recompence fuch horrid deeds. 
Dircdly from the heavenly plain, 
iThrceof his bright qcleftial train 

X Arc 
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Arc fcnt 10 So Jem. On their way. 
They Abraham a vifit pay. 

The holy man, by heaven belov\l. 
Had from the mount "his tents remov'd 
To Mamre's plains, for daks renown'd. 
Wide fprcading o'er the fhaded ground. 

The fun had rcar'd his throne on high. 
And gain d the fummit of the fky. 
When Abraham, to enjoy the breeze. 
Sat underneath the lofty trees. 
Three men approach'd the ftately oak, 
Whofc form and geftures ail befpoke 
Them more than iiuman. Soon arofc 
The joyful chief, and to them goes : 
He, bowing low, defires that they 
Some time will condefcend to flay. 
And take refrcfhment : For fuch gueft 
JtU haftily prepares the fcaft. 

And 
* Mount Ephraim. 
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And fets before them : They partake. 

And for his wife enquiry make ; 

When thus the Great Superior fpake: 

Soon as from hence nine months have run. 

She furely fhall bring forth a fon. 

Thefe words the liftening dame o'erheard, 

And, doubting, laugh'd *, which yet (he fear'd. 

To own. Her cheeks with blufhes bum'd,. 

When thus the Pleavenly Power retum'd : 

1 Sarah's unbelief muft blame. 

But flill my word remains the fame *, 

Why fliould her age obje£led be ? 

Is any thing too hard for me I— 

Now had the fun's defcending ray 
To evening cool relign'd the day ; 
When the three heavenly youths arofe 5 
The joyful patriarch with them goes: 
They take their way for Sodom's plains. 
While with the fire the Lord rem:iins. 

L % Scckil. 
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Seek'ft thon, faid he, the rcafon why 
Thefe leave the armies of the Iky ?■ 
The fins of Sodom loudly cry 
To heaven for vengeance ; and in ire 
They go, to wrap her walls in fire — 
Abraham prefcnts his pious prayer. 
And begs the Lord the place to fparc ; 
Who condefcends his fuit to heay, 
Provided tep good men are thei-c. 

HISTORY THE EIGHTH. 

The LeJlruEliom of Sodom, 
Gen. ch. xix. 
npHE fun was fet, and twilight grey 

Succeeded to the fhining day, 
^ When now arriv'd the heavenly pair 
At Sodom's city gate ; and there 
They met with Lot : The hoary fire 
Intreats them with him to retire. 

And 
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And lodge that night. They judge it meet 
Rather to wander in the ftreet 5 
Yet urg'd, confent. All human eyesv 
Around, behold them with furprizc. 
tike two fair youths of royal line 
Juft rifiug into man, they (hine. 
The joyful chief a feaft prepar'd : 
The heavenly ^efls the banquet fhar d. 
Now fable night had vf il'd the flues,. 
When all the men of Sodom rift. 
Both young And old: The noify crowd,. 
Outrageous, impudent, and loud, 
Indulging the moft horrid thought, ^ 
Demand the Grangers to be brought.. 
Such dreadful mif chief to oppofe. 
The holy man aihongft them goes : 
With growii^g wrath his bofom burns , 
He chides, he reafons; and, by turns, . 
Humbly befeeches ; but he finds 
It were as well to chide the winds 

Whco. 
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"When the mad tempeft furious flies. 
And lifts the ocean to the fkies. 
All methods vain, the fire proceeds- 
Beyond the. bounds of modcft deeds,. 
Offering his daxighters, to affwage 
Their impious and brutal rage ! 
The boifterous crowd, with horrid roar,. 
Together prefs to break the door; 
Determin'd now to forc€ their way. 
Grown more unruly by delay. 

Then full in view the angels fland, 
They take the patriarch by the hand, 
Him refcue, and the door they clofe ; 
•In vain the prcfling mob oppofe : 
When touch'd by Power Divine, the crowd, 
Tempefluous, turbulent and loud. 
Arc fmote with biindnefs : Still they roar ; 
But feck la vain to find the door. 

Now bright on Lot^he angels flione, ' 
And thus the gi^at defign made laiown : 

Tlioi 
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Thou feed difplay'd before thine eyes. 
What heights thefe men of Sodom rife 
In wickedncfs ; nor canft thou plead 
That judgment longer be delay 'd. 
To execute we left the Iky; 
.And will immediately dcftroy 
This finful place. Then go, with fpecd i 
For fudden vengeance is decreed I 
And warn thy kindred, Ha/le away ! 
The cafe admits of no delay. — 
With pious hafte the patriarch runs. 
And bears the mcffage to his fons: 
Which meffage they receive in vain. 
As whimGes of a crazy brain. 
Then thus the angels to the fire : 
Now, cloath'd in temped and in fire, 
Will God ddcend; and all thefe plains 
Shall fmoke beneath him : There remains 
No time Tor lingering : Take thy wife 
.And daughters ; flee from hence ! thy life 
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Is now in danger. — ^Thcn, with fpced. 
This pious family they lead 
Thro' the ft ill ftreets, at break of day. 
Into the fields; and thus they fay: 
Now let your fpeed your fafety give ; 
To yonder mountain hafte, and Kve ; 
Look not behind you on the plain, 
Left vengeance rife, and ye be flaini— 
The thankful chief,, with pious care. 
Thus to the Lord prefents his prayer*. 
What boundlefs goodnefs this of Jthine!' 
O Lord ! how bright thy mercies fhinc 
In our dehvcrance I Yet, oh hear 
Thy fervant, and forgive his fear ! 
Thy fudden wrat^h may fqjite the plain, 
.Before w^e can the mountain gain: • 
Then let thy goodnefs Bela * fparc, 
, And we with fpeed will journey there. — 

* Afterwards Zoar* 



Then 
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Then go I and there thy refuge take, 
I fpare that city for thy fake. 
The Lord replies ; hut hafte away; 
Till thou art there fliall vengeance ftay.-» 

Then urg*d by danger, and by fear 
Fleeing from Sodom, they appear 
To heaven's determined will refign'd ; 
And leave the leifening towers behind. 
In either hand the hafty lire 
A daughter takes, to Tcape the fire; 
His wife proceeds clofe at their heels^ 
But ip her heart reludance feels : 
Her various riches left behind. 
Still hold poffeflion of her mind ; 
For one laft look her ^ce fhe turns, ' 
Ere the devoted city bums : 
When, ftrange event I and rarely known I 
She's in a ipoment turn'd to ftone ! 
A monument of wrath remains. 
Seen in wide profpe<^ o'er the plains. 

M And 
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And now, through all fucceeding years, 
An anxious look the marble bears. 
The reft efcape fuch dreadful fate, 
And tafe arrive at Bela's gate. 

Now in full glory roft the fun, 
And bright and clear the morning (hone; 
When Heaven's Supreme Eternal Sire 
Prepares his magazine of fire. 
And hides in mifts, from mortal eyes. 
The whole artillery of the Ikies. 
Heavy and black appears the cloud, 
The lightnings flame, it thunders Wd ; 
While angels, late in human form, 
The whirlwind ride, and guide the ftorm. 

Nor long the God his Vrath delays ; 
But all the ikies around him blaze : 
His thunders fbake the vaft profound. 
And lightnings run along the ground. 
5oon large longfheets of liquid flame, 
iFuU from the clouds on Sodom came : 

. Sulph*^ 
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Sulphur and fire, and ftink and fmoke. 

The lewd lafcivious city choke ; 

And midft loud flirieks, and difmal cries. 

At once it blazes to the Ikies : 

Wide float the flames, the tempeft gain*. 

And furious drives acrofs the plains-: 

The pits of flime foon catch the fires. 

And one wild blaze to heaven afpires* 

Sodom, Gomorrah, Adraah, join 

In fate : With eqtial flames they fliinc ; - 

While bold^eboiim burning gleams 

With glancing fires on Jo^n s (Ireams. 

Thus whfll vafl floods of brimflonc roll, . 

And growing flames furround the pole, , 

A furious earthquake under ground 

Shakes the devoted plain around. 

And, in a moment overturns 

Each trembling city as flie bums : 

The cities fink; and all their coaft 

In a black pitchy lake * is loft. . Vail - 

*Theiaki: AfpUaltitcsy oj the Dead fct.- 
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Vaft fcas of fulphur fwallow all ; 
And nations tremble at their fall I 

HISTORY THE NINTH. 

Of Lot^ and his Daughters. 
Gen. ch. xix. 
*f X 7 HI LE thus the flacs arc all on fire. 

With fear beholds the aged fire 
That Ycap d from Sodom. Belays plains 
He leaves ; and foon the mountaii^ * gains* 
In this his two fair^l^hters joined : 
(His haplefs wife was left behind ! ) ^ 
They in a fpacious cave abide. 
And think the world is all deftroy'd. 
Here, when of evil lead he thought, 
A dire misfortune*s on him brought 

* The mountain of Engcdi ; where was a cave, ii^ 
which, in after-times, David hid himfdf, with 6o(^ 
men; the fame, pcr]xapt| to which this littk £umlf^ 
myf rctiicdt 
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By both his daughters, who confpire 
To cheat their unfufpedingfire. 
Thinking they three were left behind. 
The fmall remainder of mankind 1 
Artful in evil, they agreed 
To ftrive to raifc a future feed. 
By horrid inceft : This deGgn 
To gain, they ply the chief with wine ; 
And each in turn his bed invades. 
In covert of farrounding fhades. 
Now when'from thence nine months had mn. 
They each in courfe brinpHrth a fon ; 
One Moab, one Bcn-ammi name; 
And two great nations from them came «, 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY TffE TENTH. 

77.f Birth of Ifaac; and Abraham s Feqfl. 
Gen, cK. xx. xxiV 

Q C A R C E had the bhifhing morning rofe, > 

When anxious Abraham hafiy goes 
To where o'er-nlght, in ardent prayer. 
He humbly bcgg'd his Gou to Ijare 
The wicked city. Soon the fire 
Beholds the earth and Ikies on fire ; 
O'er all the plain his fight he turns. 
Which now like on^jjfeat furnace burns. . 

The oaksof Mamre, urg'd by fear. 
He infli^L leaves ; and journeys where 
Prond Afhkclon hereafter rofe: 
With all his train he thither goes. 

His former grouudlefs fear -revives ; 
As once in Egypt, now he gives 
His comely fpoufe a filler's name. 
The king beholds, and loves the dame : 



But 
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• But wam'd by vifions, (he's reftor'd, 
With prefents, to her former lord. 
.The generous prince prefents his bnd ; 
.And' here the tents of Abraham Hand. 

The happy day at length drew nigh, 
Deftin'd by heaven to Sarah joy. 
A fon {he bears •, the tents around 
With feftive miwh and fongs refound. 
Ifaac, the father names his fon ; 
Arid in high ftrains' his praifes run : 
When twice four days he faw the light. 
The babe receiv'd the holy rite 

• Of circumciCon. Sarah fmil'd, 

That {he at la{l fhould bear a child: *■ 

She laid the infant on Jier breaft, 

And thought herfelf fupremely bleft. 

The chiM in growth and {Irength proceeds. 

The mother's breaft no more he needs. 
.Abraham a mighty fea{l prepares, 
Jn which the generous nation {hares: 



96 H I S T O R Y of the B I B L E. 

His heart expands with growing joys. 
And loud the acclamations rHc 
From all his friends : They (hout, they fing. 
The neighhouring plains around them xing. 
His fires, fupported by the breeze. 
Gleam on the hills, and on the trees ; 
And all around the country (hone, 
Till night climb'd her meridian throne. 

HISTORY THE ELEVENTH, 

Of Hagar and JJhmaeU 
Gen. eh. xvi. xxi. 
"15 U T Hagaf 's fon, amidft the feaft, 
"^■^^ A cold diflike by Ggns expreft. 
Relu^lant ftands the blooming boy, 
And fneering views the general joy. 
Not long from Sarah's watchful eyc« 
This aclion^in concealment lies : 
Enrag'd flie views ; to Abraham goes \ 
The ground of her complaint Oie (hews; 

Surpria*4 
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'Sui-priz'd, he hears her language run. 
Turn out the mother and the fon !< — 
A fuddcn horror (hook the chief, 
Th' unhappy cafe he hears with grief: 
Kor can his open generous mind 
.Approve a tondu£l fo unkind. 

The Lord appears to end the fbife. 
And hids the fire oblige his wife ; 
And that full peace his tents may know. 
Let the imprudent handmaid go.-— 

When fird this maid, in blooming charms. 
Was given to the hero's arms, 
'She foon grew pregnant ; and her eyes 
Her barren miftrefs hence defpife. 
Such infult {he with grief fuflains. 
And to her lord aloud complains. 
To her he fays the cafe belongs; 
And bids herfelf avenge her wrongs. 
With hardfhip foon (he treats the f dir, 
"^lYhofe- haughty fpiiit will not bear 

.N Such 
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Such ufagc : And, without delay. 
To Egypt rtie purfues her way, 
To fhun her miftrefs' harfh command; 
For Egypt was her native land. 
Croffing the defert, at noon-tide, 
She fat hy a clear fountain fide ; 
When foon an angel from the (kies,. 
Soft as the breeze, yet awful, cries : 
Hagar, attend I Thy. duty learn; 
No longer journey, but return: 
Submit. A fon thou (halt embrace^ 
And great (hall be his future race; 
Let Iflimacl be his name. Thy fon 
Wild in the wildemefs fhall run ; 
His way great numbers {hall oppofe. 
But he ihall dwell amongfl his foes. 
Not long the hftening damfel ftays ; 
She hears, flie wonders, and obeys. 
Sarah her iliaid receives in peace ; 
JShe owns hei fway, a!ad quarrels ccafe. 

A fom 
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A fon (he bears, with growing joy. 

And Abraham own'd and lov'd the boy, — 

But now he fees arrive the day 
When he muft fend them botli away : 
This talk, howe'er his love withftauJs, 
Sarah requires, and God commands. 
The blufhing morn illumes the (kies. 
And fees the careful patriarch rife : 
Rich prefcnts he with fpeed prepares ;. 
And to his handmaid foon declares 
What is determined to be done. 
Both to herfelf and to her fon. 
Food to fubCft them he fupplies'. 
He tells them where their journey lle»^. 
And, to the will of God refign'd. 
Directs them to the place affign'd. 
In the full bloom of fixieen years. 
Healthful and ftrongthe boy appears:' 
The mother leads him by the hand ; 
And with flow fteps they leave the land. 

N.i» Lofi. 
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Loft in the fpacious wildemefs*. 
They foon fall into great diftrcfs ; 
Their hottlc water now denies. 
And the diy defert none fupplies. 
Scarce can the child his thirft fuftain ;- 
A fever rages thro' each vein: 
He faints; he falls: In the cool (hade 
The mother her dear offspring laid ; 
At diftance fits, and, as he lies. 
The defert echoes with her cries. 

The God of Glory, ever bicfs'd, 
Whofe goodnefs fuccours the diftrefs'd. 
Hears her complaint ; and from the Ikies^, 
Thus to the dame his angel cries : 
No longer, Hagar, nurfe thy Icars ; 
Take courage I and dry up thy tears ; 
The boy unto thy wifh I give ; 
Hafte! take him up, for he Ihall live. 
I {hall provide him all fupplies ; 
from him fhall a great natiou rife* 

With 
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With joy the mourning mother hears, 
When inflant in her fight appears 
A chryflnl fpring: With fpceJ flic gives 
The wet ping boy, and he revives. 

Soon the (Irong youth to manhood rofc , 
And he a fkiiful ai-cher grows : 
In Paran's wilds he dwelt, and there 
His mother, with a parent's care, 
Brought hioAk wife from Egypt's plains ; 
But in the defcrt Itie remains. 
^^^— ^-^^^ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ' " 

HISTORY the T W E L F T H. 
ibf9,ha.m comma }ided to Sacrifice his Soum 
Gen, ch..xxii. 
T O N G time at Gerar Abraham ftays. 

And Gon with bleffings crowns his days. 
The king beholds his wealth increafe ; 
A league they make, and dwell in peace. 
A ftatcly grove the patriarch made, 
Andbuill an aharin the fliade: 

To 
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To God lie bids the vicllms flame : 
And calls upon his holy name. 

But now. the Ruler of the Skies». 
His fcn'ant's faith and courage tries ; 
On the ftill night Iiis glories broke. 
And to the liflcnjng (ire he fpoke: 
Abraham! regard my words,. and ftill 
With chearfulnefs perform my will : 
Then take thy fon, thine only fon» 
On Ifaac let my will be done ; 
Let not thy love prevent the deed, 
But let this vi6lim to me bleed: 
In facrifice ; and let him bum 
Upon thine altar ; then return. 
Where great Moriah's mountains rife, \ 

Thou fhalt perform the facrifice : 
The fpot I'll fhew thee.- — Abraham rofe 
At early dawn ; and foon he goes 
To preparation : Wood he cleaves ; ;, 

His orders to his. houfliold gives j . 

Two 
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Two fcrvants and his fon then takes, 
And for the appointed place he makes. 
Now wheathc third bright morning ihonc, 
-And o'er the moimtains peep'd the fun. 
The deftin'd fpot the fire furveys, 
.And to his fervants thus he fays : 
On yonder mountain's fliaggy fide. 
The offering we will provide. 
And there the facrifice will bum ; 
But wait ye here till we return.— 
Then on his fon the wood he lays, 
While in his hand the torches blaze: 
And heedful of the fovercign will. 
Together they afcend the hill ; 
When Ifaac thus befpoke his fire ; 
We carry both the wood and fire. 
To make a large burnt-offering flame. 
But tell me, father, where's the lamb ? 
To this th' affeded fire reply'd, 
•jGod wiU himfelf a lamb provide. — 

The 
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The place they gain ; an altar raifc^ 

Of grafly turf; the patriarch lays 

The wood in oidcr ; this being done. 

He then proceeds to bind his fon. 

Ifaac fubmits, nor afks tlie caufe : 

His fliining fword the father draws; 

He aims the (broke, but e'er it fall&, 

Thus from the fkies an angel calls : 

Abraham deGft ! and fpare thy fon ; 

I'm fatisfied with what is done : 

Thy faith and zeal thou haft declar d. 

And not thy much-lov'd offspring fpat d.— 

With boundlefs joy the father fmil'd. 

And haftily unbinds his child ; 

Then turning round, amongft the tree* 

An homed ram entangled fees ; 

This by his fword immediate bleeds. 

And he to facrifice proceeds : 

father and fon behold the flame, 

And. praifc their Great Deliverer 5 name. 

New 
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."Now once again the angel calls, 
'When on the fire this blcfling falls : 

Thus faith the high eternal God, 

Who (hakes creation with his nod. 

While to all heaven he gives command^ 
' Whofe will (hall be, whofe word {hall ftand: 
' Since caird by me, thou this haft done, 
. And not with-held thine only fon, 

I by myfclf have fwom, (and will 

To the extent my path fulfil) 

That i will to thy prayer incline, 
. And my heft bleflings (hall be thine : 

Which bleflings furely fhall fucceed 
( From thee to all thy numerous feed. 

Them I will multiply and blefs ; 
' Tliis fpacious land they {hall poifefs: 

The twinkling glories of the Ikies, 
r Not more in countlefs number rife ; 
: Nor grains of fand that fpread the £horc, 
\Wl1e3x ihe vaft ocean*s billows roar. 

S.D .HISTORY 
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IJaac and Rehehahm 
Gen, ch. xxiv. 

•O A R A H had late rcfign'd her brcatlr. 

And funk into the arms of death. 
When Abraham bought a piece of ground 
For her interment ; where was found 
A dark-mouth'd cave, near Mamre's plains^ 
Where he depofits her remains. 
Ifaac laments ; the careful chief 
Endeavours to affwage his grief : 
And, to adorn his future life, 
Would make him happy in a wife. 
And having lately news received 
Jrom Haran, =where his brother liv'd. 
That he was with large iifue bleft. 
He fends his fervant there, in queft 
Of fome fair damfel for his fon. 
That with large ofiers might be won. 

Then 
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Then with great eameftnefs and care. 
He makes his pious fervant fwear 
That no gay daughter of the laud 
Shall in this near relation Rand : 
But from his kindied he will take 
Some lovely damfel, that (hall make 
His fon a fpoufe. The man replies, 
Suppofe the maid my fuit denies. 
And will not leave her native plain, 
Muft Ifaac go, and there remain? — 
I charge hija not, returns the fire. 
But her removal muft require. 
I left that coaft at God*s command. 
And there no more my tents (hall Rand: 
But if the fair will not come here. 
Then from thine oath thou (halt be clear. 

The oath requir'd the fervant fwcars. 
And for the journey foon prepares. 
To the lich wardrobe then he goes. 
And takes bright jewels, coRly cloaths, 

Q z Siiveii 
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Silver and gold, and whatfoe'cr 
Was likely to oblige the fair: 
For. in cflecm fo high he flands, . 
His mafter's all was in his hands. 
Provided thus, he leaves the plain, . 
With ten ftrong camels in his train ; . 
And numerous fcrvants on him wait, . 
Worthy his mafter's great eftate. 
With thefe he journeys many diys,. 
At length his careful eye furveys 
The towers of Haran. . lit the fields 
A chryftal fountain, xofe, which yields i 
Clear water to fupply the town : 
He made his camels there kneel down.. . 
Up to the heavens he li&s his eyes. 
And to his mafter's God he cries : 
Great God of Abraham^ lend an ear, . 
And in my mafter's caufc appear ; 
Here to the well I turn my face, 
Wliile the fair damfeb of the plkce 



Como- 
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Gome forth to draw: Then let the maid 
Appointed to my matter's bed, . 
Give me to drink at my requeft, . 
And to the camels pour the reft ; 
And by tjiis token I fhall know 
Thy bleffing owns the way I go. 

While thus he pleads his matter's caufe, , 
Rebekah comes, and water draws : 
Give me to drink i fair maid, he cries * 
With winning fwictncfs in her eyes. 
The beauteous damfel thus replies : 
Drink firft, my lord, and quickly I 
Thy train of camels will fupply. — 
H^ view'd the nymph with careful mind. 
While (he peiform*d the ta(k aflign'd: 
Two golden bracelets then he takes. 
And fmiling, thefe a prefent makes *, 
lYith joy the lovely fair furveys. 
And half exulting, thus he fays : 
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rmit me, dj^mfel, to enquire 
/hofe daughter thou ; and I defire, . 
f fuch a gram 1 may obtain, 
Vt his abode to lodge my train.- — 
Of Nahor's race, the maid retum'd. 
While her fair cheeks with blulhcs bum'd,. 
His fon Bethud is my Ore, 
And he will grant what you require.. 
With hafty fteps retir'd the maid. 
She told her mother what he faid. 
And fhew'd the gifts. To meet the mau. 
Rebeks^h's brother Laban ran : 
Him mufmg at the well he found. 
With all his camels ftanding round,— 
Come in, thou bleflcd of the Lord! 
An hearty welcome at our board 
Thyfelf and all thy train fhall find ; 
In hafte he cry'd. — ^With thankful mind 
The faithful fervant with him goes ; 
Room, for the camels foon he {hews. 
And ftiaw and provender bcftows. 
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Then to a fair apaitment takes, 
A fumptuous entertainment makes. 
And fets before them : But the fead 
The thoughtful chief denies to tafte^ 
His ma{le£s bufinefs is hb care. 
And thus he opens the afi^ir: 
To you who take a ftranger in, 
With grateful thanks I muft begin ; 
And my fair profpe^l of fuccefs. 
To providence requires no lefs. 
Know then, that Abraham is my lord. 
And in obedience to his word 
This expedition I begun. 
And feek a fpoufe to blefs his Ton ; 
If^c hi^ fon, which Sarah bare. 
Whom. he hath made his only heir. 
So great in wealth my mafler (hinds, 
~So vaft a train his word commands, 
* So much renown d, fo high in fame, ^ 

^'prince's daughter he might claim: 

JBut 
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But with the virgins of the land 

Where his fair tents in order fland^ 

He is refoJv'd he will not join 5 

But feeks a fpoufe from his own line. 
. And now my mafter's Goo I praife. 

Who hath directed all my ways ; 

Unto his near relations brought. 

And pointed out the fpoiife I fought. — ? 

Minutely he proceeds to tell 

The whole adventure at the well ; 

And thence infers Jehovah's grace. 

And fole diredion in the cafe : 

To which he adds, that flie*s the bride. 

As now it cannot be deny'd ; 

And fince the Lord is on our fide. 

Let not the matter be delay'd, 
: But to our wilhes ^ive the maid,— 

The family, with one accord, 
Jdoufefs the thing is of the Lor j, 

.Who 
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Who orders all events below ; 
And yield to let the damfel go. 
The joyful chief, without reply. 
Bows to the King who rules the fky; 
High ft rains of praife his lips cxprcfs, 
For-fuch remarkable fuccefs. 

Then to his treafures foon he goes. 
And on the blufhing maid beftows 
Embroidered fuits of rich array. 
Which all the powers of art difplay. 
And various fets of jewels bright. 
Which gleam refulgent on the night: 
Nor ftands unmindful of the reft, ' 
But prefents his regard exprefs'd ; 
When to the feaft they all fit down,-' 
And mirth and joy the evening crown. 
3ut when the earth the morning chear'd. 
And in bright charms the maid appeared, 
The chief, impatient of delay, 
^JYould bear the blooming prize away: 

P The 
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I The mother of the maid replies. 
When the tenth mom from hence (hall rife 
No longer fhall you be delay'd. 
But to your mafter take the maid. — 
Since every one muft now confefs 
That God hath given us full fucceik. 
One moment let us not rcfufe 
My mafter the important news, 
Rephes the chief. — To him they fay. 
The maid herfelf fliall fix tlic day. — 
Rebekab's calfd ; the blooming fair, 
Relieving Eliezar's care, 
With modeft fweetnefs in her eyes. 
And condefcending raeeknefs, cries, 
I'll go. — ^Then with a farewell kifs. 
And ble flings, they the maid difmife. 
In fplended pomp and folemn ftate, 
A train of handmaids on her wait. 
Thefc on the ftately camels ride, 
While Abraham's feryants walk befidc. 

Thus 
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Thus journeys on the fhining train : • 
Ax length the dcitind land they gain. 
Ifaac they meet at evening tide, 
"Who fmilipg views his future hride. 
The whole fucceefs the fervant tells; 
The mafter's heart with rapture fwcUs- 
They to his mother's tent repair. 
Which is allotted to the fair. 
He takes the virgin to his bed. 
Nor longer now laments the dead. 

HISTORY THE FOURTEENTH. 

Abrahams Marriage with Keturah : His Dcath^ and 
BuriaL 

Gen, ch. xxv. 

•^ I ^ H U S having with a parent's care 
Settled his favourite fou and heir? 
Good Abraham takes another wife. 
Though ftanding on the verge of life* 

E 2- Si» 
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Six fons fucceffive bears the dame. 
And various people from them came:. 
To thefe the patiiarch portions gives. 
And diftant fends them while he lives. 
But foon he bows his aged head. 
And peaceful finks amongft the dead. 
Ifaac and Iflbmael mourn their fire. 
And bury him, at his defirc, 
In his dark cave near Mamre's plains, 
Clofeby his Sarah's dear remains. 

HISTORYthe FIFTi'EENTH. 

Jacob and Efau^ 
Gen, ch. xxv. 
TT* U L L twenty times the circling fun 

Thro' the twelve heavenly figns had run,. 
Since in full bloom Ifaac had led 
The fair Rebekah to his bed ; j 
But childlefs ftill remains the fair; 
He r hufband fecks the Lord by pray r 
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In her behalf: His prayers are heard, 

And pregnant foon the dame appear d* 

At her full time, two fons fhe bears, 

The eldeft red and full of hairs, 

Thence Efau nam'd; but fmooth and fair 

The youngeft, and his mother's carc^; 

Jacob his name ; and as he grew, 

Domeftic cares his thoughts purfue r 

But £fau s whole delight and aim 

Was following the favage game ; 
^ To roufe the monftcrs of the wood. 

And ftain hi% arrows with their blood:. 

Oft the fwift deer his prize he makes ; 

His father of the feaft partakes. 

And views with pleafing fmiles his fon» 
' Who having thro' the forefts run. 

Weary one day, forfook the fields, 

And to the call of hunger yields ; 

He fees his brother foop prepare, 

Aud in the bauquct begs to fliarc; 

But 
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But Jacob his requeft denies, 

Except the hirth-iight be his prize : 

Take it, the hunter makes reply, 

*Tis no advantage if 1 die: 

The rage of hunger to fupprefs, 

1 give it, if you'll take no lefs. 

His brother makes him fwear, and gives^ . 

The favory mefs : He eats and lives. 
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G D's Covenant with Ifaac. 

Gen, ch. xxvi. 

T^T O W famine rages in the land 

Where Ifaac's tents in order ftand,. 
To Gerar foon he takes his way. 
Yet there determines not to ftay, 
Preferring Egypt's fruitful plains: 
But while at Gerar he remain*^ 
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His father s God in glory fhone. 

And thus to him his will made known: 

Kaac, thou know'ft the oath 1 fware. 

And how I made thy life my care, 

Att mount Moriah, when thy fire 

Had laid the wood and brought the fire { 

While he my hard command obey'd. 

And on the pile thy fclf was laid. 

My will fhall be, my word (hall Hand ; 

Thine offspring fhall poflefs this land ; 

As the thick ftars that deck the fides. 

In countlefs number fhall they rife ; 

All nations fhall in them be bleA : 

Thee will I lead to peace and reft ; 

To Egypt thou fhalt not repair, 
JBut here remain, and be my care. — 

Long time at Gerar dwelt the chief, 

Rebekah here excites his grief; 
Jn beauty's bloom the dame appears, 
iRIch fuitors throng, the hufband fears, 

Aud 
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And gives Ills wife a fifter's name ; 

But foon difcovcr'd, meets with blame : 

The king to touch hh wife forbid, 

And threaten'd death if any did. 

There Ifaac dwells ; Jehovah blefs'd; 

By fwift degrees his goods increas'd. 

The jealous natives of the land, 

In oppoOtion often ftand ; 

But always fee themfelves furpaft. 

And gladly make a league at laft. 

HISTORY THE SEVENTEENTH. 

Jacob fraudulently obtains his FatJiers Bkjjing^ 
Gen, ch. xxvii. 
TVTO W in the cold decline of life. 

The patriarch, to prevent all ftrife 
In future times, prepares to blefs 
His eldcft fon, and hence exprefs 
That all the good to Abraham flieWn, 
Belongs to him, and him alone. 
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'Efau he calls ; ihe fon attends ; 
Him quickly to the fields he fends 
To hunt for venifon; and declar'd. 
That when he had the feafl prepar'd, 
-As cideft fon he* would him blefs. 
And thence his legal right confcfs. 
"The fon obeys without delay. 
And to the fields dirc£ls his way. 

Rebekah over-hears what's faid, 
And feeks to put in Efau's Head 
Her youngeft fon: For him flie loves; 
Nor can (lie think the Loud approves 
Of Efau's rife. Her thoughts now turn 
To times before the boys were born ; 
"When Gao had faid, Two fons you'll bear, 
■ Of which the youngefl. (hall be heir. 
Jacob (he xalls ; dire6lion gives ; 
With hefitation he receives 
.The charge ; for tho' his father's blind, 
:ilie thinks he may the difference find 

Q .Between 
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Between his brother's hairy fkin. 

And his, which always iinooth ha^been-: 

But yet the matron he obeys ; 

Two kids he brings ; the mother lays 

The (kins upon his arms and haad* ; 

Before his father foon he (lands, 

With favory meat prcpard ; and drcft 

By the kind dame, in Efau's beft. 

Father, he cries, thy careful fon. 

What thy commands enjoin' d hath done.: 

To eat my venifon now incline. 

And let thy bleffing then be mine. — 

The hoary chief miftrufting hears. 

The voice to him fo much appears 

Like Jacob's. Who art thou ? he cries !•— 

Efau, thy fon ; the youth replies : ' 

Thy kind command infpir'd my hafte ; 

Pather, approach! my venifon tafte. — 

How is it, thou fo foon haft fped? 

The fire replies. — ^Thy God hath led 

My 
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My profpcrous way ; and, fwift as thought, 
Himfelf the ittild proviOon brought ; 
^The youth retum'd. — The fire, in doubt, , 

Still fecks to find the wonder out. 
Come near, and let mc feci ; he cries :— 
Jacob obeys ; the father tries : 
But by the hairy (kins deceiv'd. 
The whole relation he bcliev'd. 
Art thou indeed my very fon I ^ 
My Efau ! his la ft qucftion runi*— 
Jacob replies, I am.« — ^The fire 
Proceeds no farther to enquire ; 
But having eat whate'er he chbfe. 
Thus the great blefling he beftows : 
Oh may the heavens upon thee fmile. 
And may the fatnefs of the foil 
Which harveft or which vintage yields, 
Succeffivc ages blefs thy fields. 
May various people thee obey. 
And nations -own thy rightful fway : 

Q„ «- May 
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May all thy bretliren on thee wait. 
And bow before ihy regal feart ; 
Curft be the wretch that curfcs thee I 
And he that blelTes, blefs'd be he I — - 

Scarce bad the artful youth retir'd. 
When Efau the like gift requir'd : 
He brought his yenifon and addrefs'd 
His aged father, to be blefs'd. 
Say, who art thou 1 the patriarch cries : — - 
Efau, thy firft-born foni replies 
The youth. — A fudden trembling fhook 
The hoary chiefs and thus he fpoke : 
Who! Efau I Stitnge! Where then is. he ■ 
That now pretended fuch to be. 
And hath this moment left me? I 
Eat his rich venifon ; call him nigli: 
With every; honour him inveft; 
I blefs'd him, and he (hall be blefi,'d!--^. 

As the grim lions roaring make 
The mountain^ and the forefts (hake, 
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So howl'd the youih. Father I faid he, 
Oh! father, blefs! blefs likewife mc I — 
The file replies-, Be calm, my foni 
Tis paft, beyond redemption gone : 
In fly difguife thy brother came. 
And took the gift in Efau's name.— 
Ah ! vile fupplantcr 1 is it he ? 
But, father ! haft thou not for mc 
One bicffing left ? the youth rejoin'd. — 
The chief reply'd, with careful mind. 
In Gob's rich favour high he ftands. 
And all his father's houfe commands ; 
Of every honour he's poffefs d, 
And heaven and earth declare him blefi'd. 
But thou {halt dwell in fruitful foil. 
The dew of heaven (hall on thee fmlle ; 
Thy fword fliall gain thee precious fpoil ; 
Confefling ftill thy brother's reign : 
A^d late thou {halt thy freedom gain. 



? 
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Efau withdraws, and not replies. 
While gloomy thus his munnurs rife : 
Such foul diOionour muft I bear. 
Without revenge ! My brother heir 
By fraud and falfhood ! And muft I, 
Thus injur'd, calm and quiet He ! 
Let the ufurper ratlier die, 

HISTORY THE EIGHTEENTH. 

Jacob goes to Haran: In his Way thither^ he is 
Comforted by the Vijion of the Ladder : He^ Jails in 
Love with Rachel; is Decieved by her Sifter 
Leah; and Marries them both. 

Gen, ch. xxviii. xxix. xxx, 
T^ H E hunter's threats being over-heard. 

Were told Rebekah ; and (he fear d 
The fury of her eldeft fon. 
Yet not repented what was done : 
But to prevent the horrid fray. 
She icnds her favourite far away. 

Him 
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"Him with rich gifts the careful dame 

;Dire^ to Haran, whence fhe came. 

To ihun the florm of rifing (Irife; 

And from her kindred take a wife. 

Ifaac confcnts, and e'er he goes, 

His blefling on his fon beftows. 

And his advice. Jacob obeys. 

Nor his departure long delays. 

Dire^ly at the lifing fun, 

His tedious * journey he begun. 

And travelled with a patient mind. 

Leaving his father's houfe behind. 

AVhen evening came, in all the road 

Appear'd no place for his abode 

During the night; a (lone he takes. 

With it a coarfe hard pillow makes ; 

On the cold ground to reft he lies. 

And heavy fleep feals up his eyes : 

Then 

* It is computed by geographers, that from Becr- 
fheba, where Ifaac dwelt, to Haran, was upwards of 
400 miles* 
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Then in the vifions of the night, 
A ladder foon appears in fight, 
Fix'd on the earth ; but fccms to rife 
In wonderous height to fcale the {kies. « 
Dc'fcending down the aetherial way. 
Heaven's fliining armies on it play ; 
Above in ghry flood the Lord, 
And thus was heard his fovereign word.: 
1 am the eternal King of Heaven, 
The God of Abraham, and have given 
The land whereon thy limbs now reft, 
And it fhall furcly be pofTeft 
By thy vaft offspring. In thy feed 
All nations (hall be blefs'd indeed. 
And now my kind paternal care 
And prefcnce {hall attend thee where 
Thy journey Ues : There will I take, 
Kor fhall mme eye thy fleps foifake : 
My loving-klndnefs thou (halt learn, 
-Arid back in fafcty thence return. 

.Jacob 
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^acob awakes, with awe impreft, 
^Surely, faid he, 1 take roy reft 
>On holy ground ; for God is here ! 
-A wretch unworthy I appear 
'To ftana where-e'cr his prcfcnce waits. 

Or CTcr to approach his gates. 

The morning (hone acrofs the fkies, 

And foon beheld good Jacob rife. 

The ftone where lay his head he (okes. 

With this an obelifk he makes ; 

Tours oyl upon it ; grateful bows ; 

And humbly thus prefents his vows: 
'GoD<5f my fathers, who this night 

Haft ftood confeft before my fight. 

Now where I go my way prepare, 
•^Give bread to eat, and cloathsto wear:; 

In every conflict by me ftand. 

Return me to my native land; 

And fill my heart with love and praifc, 

That I may ferve thee all my days: . 

R So 
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So fliall fat heifers to thee bleed. 
And {heep and oxen be decreed 
To raife tlilne altar's facred flame. 
While 1 adore thy holy name. — 
The pious youth without delay. 
Proceeds dire£lly on his way; 
And eroding many difiant plains^ 
The land of Padan-aram gain&. 
In a green £eld a well he found. 
With various flocks of flieep around. . 
The courteous fwains about the well. 
Of Haran and his kindred tell. 
But while they fpake, a nymph was feen,' 
Bringing a flock acrofs the green : 
In blooming youth fupremely fair. 
Whom Laban's daughter they declare. 
The profperous youth not long delayed; 
Advancing he falutes the maid ; 
Rolls the rough ftone from the well's brink. 
And quickly gives her flock to drink ; 

TcH, 
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Tells who he is, and whence he came ; 
But feels at once his heart inflame, 
And fuch emotions in him rife, 
The ttars run dreaming from his eyes.- 

Soon to her fire the virgin run, 
And Laban meets his lifter's fon, 
The youth a hearty welcome gives. 
And willing Jacob with him lives x 
Gladly aflifts the blooming fair. 
And makes her father's flock her carc»- 
£namour d thus, a month he Raid, 
When the glad father to him fa id : 
Tho' in relation thou art near, 
No reafon can from thence appear 
That unrewarded here thou live. 
Then fay what wages fhall I give. — 
Jacob Tcplies : Fair Rachel's charms 
Have (hook my heart with love's alarms,- 
Not feven years fervice I decline, 
Let but the blooming maid be mine. — 

R- % Sh^■ 
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She (liall be thine, the fire rctum'd ; 

While Jacob's heart within him bum d : 

So great tlie prize to him appears, 

Swift fly the weeks, the months, the years*. 

The Time fulfill'd, he claims his bride^ 

Nor by her father is deny'd; 

Afeail he makes, as uie requir d, 

And witli his fpoufe the youth rctir'd,. 

But when the morning flreakd the fluef, . 

lie views tlie damfel with furprize *, 

For over-night had Laban led 

His daughter Leah to his bed. 

Jacob reproves the crafty fire,- 

Who fays^ Our country's laws require 

The cldeft daughter firft to wed ; 

But if the younger maiden s bed 

Be ftill thy wifh, fulfil at leaft 

The feven day^ deftin'd to the fcaft ; 

Fair Rachel then, in blooming charms, 

Shall be deliver d to thy arms, 
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Seven years to fervc if tiiou incline, 

Then both my daughters fhall be thine.— 

Jacob confents : The week they fpend- 

In feftive mirth, and at the end < 

Receives his Rachel ; her he loves ; 

But Leah, the moft fruitful proves. 

Six fbus ^ fucceiZive bears this dame. 

And one fair daughter from her came. 

Rachel repines, and this her cry, 

O give me children, or I die I — 

Jacob reproves. Her maid is led. 

DircdHy to her hufband's bed ; 

Leah from her example takes. 

And Jacob's wife her handmaid makes. 

Each of thefe maids two fons t embrac'd; 

And faft the family increas'd. 

At 

* The fons of Leah -were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 
' Judah, llfachar, and Zebulun. 

t The fons which Bllhah, Rachel's maid, bare to 
Jacob, were Dan, and Naphtali; and thofe that Zilpahj 
Lcah*s maid, bare, were Gad and Aiiier. 
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At length, propitious to her prayers 
The Lord appears, and Rachel bears : 
Jofeph, with joy, (he calls her fon; 
And in high ftrainft her praifes run. 
Her hufband's heart in rapture movd,- 
And Jofeph was his heft beloved. 

HISTORY TflE NINETEENTH. 

Jacob's AcquifiiioJi of great Wealth^: His Deparhire' 
Jrom Laban; and Reconciliation to kis Brother 
Efau. Tlie Rape of Dinah. 
Gen. ch. xxx. xxxi. xxxii. xxxiii. xxxiv. 
Q E V £ N years the fon of Ifaac ftaid. 

And his full lime of fervice paid. 
He faw his family increafe. 
And with old Laban dwelt in peace. 
He feeling then his bofom bum 
With anxious thoughts for his return, 
Solicits to be fent away: 
But Laban begs his longer flay, 

Care. 



I 
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Clare of his cattle Aill to take. 
As God hadblefs'd him for his fake ; 
And bids him name his wages. He, 
Taught by a vifion, fays. To me 
The black and fpeckled lambs fhall be 
Allotted as my conflant hire, 
Thus much permit me to require ; 
Of goats I underfland the fame. 
The dark and flreaked be my claiin.*— 
Laban at once confents to all. 
And that the wages might be fmall, 
Hemoves the brown far out of fight. 
And leaves to Jacob's care the white : 
JBut when the lambs appear in view. 
Great numbers are of Jacob's hue, 
'Who ufes aits,* and they fuccecd. 
To give him ail the ftrongeft breed- 
Six 

* Jacob laid pilled rods in the watering troughs be- 
Jbre the ftrongeft of the flocks j by which means were 
produced cattle ftreaked, fpeckled and (potted, in great 
abundance. 
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Six circling years he thus remain d. 
And a prodigious fubftance gain'd: 
His bleating flocks o'erTpread the Itnd^ 
And lowing herds at evening Hand ; 
Cimcls and affcs own his fway ; * 
And numerous fervants liim obiy. . 

The fons of Laban, and their Citt^ 
With gmdglng thought his wealth admire. 
Treat him with coldncfs, and his heart 
Now beats in carneft to depart ; 
The Lord commands, his wives approve,* 
And all his train at once remove. 
Slowly he marches crofs the pbins, 
And Gilcad's mountain f fafely gains. 

Lttban was abfcnt on the day 
The good man took his all away. 

He 

* The Jcwifli writers fay he had 5500 head df 

cattle. 

t Mount Gilcad is faid to be 380 miles from JUran^ 
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Ht went to (heer his fleecy train, 
Three full days journey from the plain 
"Where Jacob dwelt : But when he heard 
•Of his departure, he appear'd 
Inflamed with rage; and with a. band 
Of friends and neighbours leaves the had, 
Of Padan-aram, and purfues: 
Exe the feventh fun was fet he views 
His tents alon^ the mountain Hdcz 
The men of Haian there abide 
During the night : When in a dream 
Creat Abraham s Go or to Laban cause, 
And gave him charge, with Aem commaiul^ 
That Jacob he (bould QOt withfknd. 
Her father Labaji*^ houlhoki gods* 
Rachel had (lolcu from his abodes ; 
And when the chearful momiaig role 
To Jaco]>.fcron the Old man goes. 
Demands the images in heat. 
And ch^es him for his fly retreat: 

S Jacob 
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Jacob in wrath the theft denies, * 

His Rachel's fauh unknown, he cries. 

The wretch on whom you find them dies. — 

Tho* Laban fearch'd the tents around. 

His images could not be found ; 

Them Rachel had took care to hide. 

And to the place acceis deny'd, 

By an excufe that fatisfy'd. 

Then in his turn good Jacob chid ; 

But Laban, cooling, foon forbid 

All future ftrife : Contention ceas*d \ 

The Hebrew made a fplendid feaft: 

His father and his friends invites. 

Who all partake the focial rites. 

Good- will prevails ; all quarrels ceafc. 

And the pleas'd train depart in peace. 

By Edom Jacob's journey lies : 
Here the bright armies of the flues 
Appear in fight : The fire adores ; 
And now the yaft revenge deplores 
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His brother Efau vow'd the day 

When, with deceit, he ftole away 

His father's bleffing. Efau's rage 

He ardent wiflies to afTwage : 

His racffengers he fends with fpced. 

Informing that he hath no need 

Of Ifaac's wealth ; having acqulr'd 

As much as e'er his heart defir'd. 

The penfive train in hafte return. 

Their tidings make good Jacob mourn : 

For Efau comes o'er yonder plain, 

Three hundred warriors in his tri^in. 

The thonghtful chief, opprcfs'd with cares, 

A princely prefent foon prepares; 

And takes all methods to aliwage 

And pacify his brother's rage. 

Having addrcfs'd his God in prayer. 

The night was witnefs to his care : 

Acrofs the ftream * he fends his train ; 

Behind he chufes to remain. Here 

* The brook Jabbok : A rivulet which runs through^ 
tiitBOuntains of Arabia, and falls into the livcrjordao.- 
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Here Jacob's eyes an angel vkw'd, 
^\'>iOm loon in wreftling he fubdu'd ; 
He his celeRlal glory knows. 
And will be blcfs'd before he goes: 
Succefsful he his fuit maintains. 
And hence the name of Ifrael gains. 

Now Tofe the fun, and £fau*s band 
Were fccn approaching near at hand : 
Courage to meet them Ifrael found. 
And foon advances on the ground ; 
Refpeclful to his brother bows, 
Who wears no terror on his brows ; 
Friendly they meet, with tears embrace^ 
And love and amity take place. 
Then back to Edom Ef^u goes. 
And a large people from him rofc. 

Thus having all his fears o'crcomc» 
Succcfsful Ifrael journeys home ; .j^ 

Tender his flocks, his children young,. 
And with flow ileps he moves along. 
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The town of Shalcm and its plains, 
At length with his vaft train he gains. 
The people were of Hivite race ; 
And Hamor monarch of the place. 
A piece of ground the patriarch buys. 
And there his tents in order rife. 

While here the pious chief leniain'd. 
To fee the maidens of the land 
Into the town his daughter goes» 
And her blight beauty thoughtlcfs (hews; 
Amongft tlie damfcls as {he moves, 
Shechem the prince beholds and loves : 
To feize the nymph he not delay'd ; 
And foon decoy'd th' unwaiy maid. 
His wifli he gain'd ; and Aill his mind 
Towards the damfel ftood intlin'd: 
He loves with tendcrncfs, and longs 
By marriage to repair her wrongs ; 
Begging his father not to ff arc 
His iiitercft to procure the fair. 

To 
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To Jacob's fons the tidings run 
Of what the hafly youth had done 
To their fair fiflcr. Full of care. 
They to tlicir falher foon repair^ 
There to confult about the deed. 
And ample vengeance is decreed. 
Soon at tlic tent the train appear. 
But find the king and prince arc there.- 
The hoary chief the fuit begun 
With the affc^lion of his fon, 
And begs llie damfcl for his biide ; 
Propofing thus to be ally'd : 
The youth would fain atonement make. 
And the fair nymph in marriage lake;. 
In amity amongft them live. 
And what they a(k in dowry give. 

The Hivite prince tliub fair p;opos'd,. 
And with his fuit the patriarch clos'd : 
But pall difhonour Itiugs liis fons^ 
And fiy diCTcmblcd rancor luiis 

Amone 
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Among the brethren: Seeming fair. 
They foon their joint confent declare^ 
Provided all the town think fit 
To circumciiion to fubmit. 

Defiring to fccure the dame. 
The king and prince propofe the fame 
To all the townfmen. They prevail^ 
And foon amongft them every male. 
Glad with the Hebrews to unite. 
Participates the bloody rite. 

The third bright morning fhone around, 
Painful and fore was eveiy wound. 
When Levi and bold Simeon join, 
And dazzling in bright armour fhinc: 
With gloomy rage, and hoflile frown. 
They fall on the defencelcfs town : 
Their brethren join the horrid deed. 
And the difabled townfmen bleed. 
Alike the youth and aged fall, 
The fword wide-wafting fwallows all. 

Th« 



B 
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The kitii^ and prince on earth are fprcad 
Pioniifi nous with the vulgar dead. 
The infcints, and the tender fair. 
The dcfpcrate youths confent to fpare : 
They plunder, and the town they bum ; 
Then take their fifter, and return. 
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Ofjofcph and his Brethren^ 

Gen. ch. XXXV. lo xlvi. 

'T^ II E cnicl and deceitful deed 

Makes the good patriarch's heart to 
Thro' his whole frame fcft pity runs. 
And fharply he reproves his fons : 
But dwells in fear, left by furprlfe 
T.'ie neighbouring nations on him rife; 
To vengtMnce rous'd by Shaiems fate, 
Vvhcu the fov.l Jwcd ll:-*ir friends relate. 
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*Soon lie decamps, by God's command. 
And his fair tents at Bethel * ftand. 
Here to the chief his God appcar'd. 
And his continued love declar d. 

To £phrath t next his journey lies. 
But in the way fair Rachel dies 
In child-bed of her fecond fon, J 
To fave whofe life, fhe loft her own : 
To grief long time good Ifracl gave. 
And rais'd a pillar o'er her grave. 

He journeys next to Mamre's plains, 
Where good old Ifaac ftill remains. 
On life's cold verge the fire appears, 
Prefs'd with a mighty weight of years; 
And foon he bows his aged head, 
And peaceful finks amongft the dead. 

T Twelve 

* The place where he dreamed, in his way to HaraB} 
anointed the pillar, and worlhippcd. 

•t Afterwards Bethlehem. :]: Benjamin* 
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Twelve fons good Ifiael's board furround» 
With wealth and honour is he crown'd ; 
Great in the eanh he fees them rife^ 
But none fo lovely in his eyes 
As Jofeph, Rachel's fon, appear'd. 
Now by his mother's death endear'd. 
In beauty's bloom the' youth was feen. 
His years juft riGng to eighteen; 
In full proportion, and his mind 
To every virtuous deed inclin'd. 
In artlefs innocence he flood. 
Lively his parts, his condud good 
And amiable in every part ; 
The darling of his father's heart. 
So many ways this favourite fon 
His parent's fond affedion won. 
So much regard the fire expreft» 
It rais'd refentment in the reft ; 
And all the train with envious eye* 
And gloomy fcom behold the boy. 

Two 
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Two dreams furprlz'd the noble youth, • 
Which he, with unJiiTembled truth. 
Proceeds amonjtl tliem to relate. 
And which incrtas'd each brothc/s hale,- 
Wrapp'd in the vifions of the ni*;ht, 
A vaft corn field appear d in light ; 
liiinfclf and all his brethren flanJs, 
Each witli a fickle in his hand ; 
The crop they fheer, the Ihcavcs they bind,. 
His upright fianJs, the reft indin'd 
And bowing low, o'erfpread the pluln. 
And (halt thou furciy o er us reign I 
Each brother cries ; and more he hates.- 
Joleph another dream relates: 
He thought he lifted up liis eyes 
With fix'd attention to the Ikies ; 
And as he view'd th' ethereal way, 
The fun and moon their homage pay; 
And then amongft the ftarry train, 
£lcvcn.bowd dowa, and owu'<lhis rclgn. 
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Good Ifrael crles^ How can it be. 
That I and mine (hall wordiip thee! 
His thought^ in wonder roll within, ; 
An envious fniiJe the brethren grin. 

Attentive to their fleecy care. 
The fous of Ifrael now repair 
To difiant Shcchem. There the Grc . 
Sends his lov'd Jofeph to enquire 
Their weal: At Dotham he them founds. 
Por its rich paftures far renown'd. 
They at a diftance fee the boy ; 
Behold the dreamer comes ! they cry ; 
Let vengeance claim his blood, and fee 
Where will his high dominion be. 
Simeon and Levi thus propos'd. 
The reft with the dire projeft clos'd, 
Excepting Reuben: All his mind 
To foft conpufTion ftood inclind ; 
And he employs his utmoft care, 
His worthy brother's .life to fpare ; 



But: 



HISTORY of the BIBLE. 143^ 
But dare not his dcfign make known. 
Left in the ftrife he lofe his own. 
Ye fons of Ifrael, 'tis not good 
That we fliould fpill a brother's blood : 
No farther in the thought proceed. 
But {hudder at the horrid deed : 
In yon deep pit he might be caft. 
And there he foon would breathe his laft ; . 
Good Reuben cry'd — and in his mind 
To difappoint their rage defign'd ; 
Rcleafe liis brother in the night. 
And to his father urge his flight. 
They all confent, without reply •, 
And now the lovely youth drew nigh ; 
His artlefd eyes, to fraud unknown, 
"With unfufpe^liug goodncfs flione ; 
Mceknefs and love infpir d his breafl. 
While he the gloomy train addrjfi d. 
With rough replies, his cloaths they take. 
And for the decp-mouth'd dungeon make : 

(Uii- 
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(His coat with various hues was wove, 
III token of his father's love) 
Dsaf to intrcatics, anJ to cries, 
Ills evciy beauty they clcfpife ; 
And wliilc their eyes with veugeance glare,, 
Gail in tlie pit, and leave liim there. 
Then to repail tlicy all agreed. 
Sat down, and gloried in tlic deed. 
Now fVom Arabia's fpicy land, 
Pn)cocds a niancious merchant band. 
To difiant Kgypt, ihere to trade; 
"When Jiidah to Jus biedircn faid : 
ApioCpi.cl now before us lies, 
Let i:s piirfuc it, and be wufe ; 
Tlicfj merchants will our brother buy, 
"We li.'ivt' no prulit if lie die; 
A brotiicr's blood why fliould we fpill? 
Tho' vain, he is our brother fiill. 
Tlicy all approve; a bargain make; 
Erciu iliC deep pit poor Jofcph take ; 
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^nd with the caravan he goc«»* 
Of which good Reuben nothing knows* 
Then to conceal the horrid deed, 
-A tender kid they doom to bleed : 
In gore is Jofeph's garment roll'd. 
And fent for Ifracl to behold. . 
Yaft lamentation makes the chief. 
And his whole foul indulges grief; 
Complaining as his forrows run. 
That fome wild bead had flain his fon. 
To Egypt goes the merchant train. 
And ancient Memphis foon they gain. 
Seat of her kings : And now behold 
In public mart the Hebrew fold. 
The youth a noble warrior buys. 
And in his houihold work employs : 
Such prudence, diligence and care, 
In his whole management appear, 

The 

* Jofcph was fold for 20 pieces of filvcr, fuppofcd lo 
be 80 (hckelSj inthc whole 25 iUillings value, of our 
.sooney. 
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The warrior chief with wonder views. 
While the wife youth his tafk purfuest 
For his concerns no more he cares. 
But leaves to JoCeph his afiairs ; 
Head of his honfc young Ifrael (landsi. 
And all his fervants now commands. 

The noble captaia late had led 
A beauteous lady to his bed, 
Whofe eafy heart was foon infpir d,, 
And with a growing paffion fir'd 
By Jofeph's form. The crafty fair 
Takes every method to infnare 
The pious youth : But to her end 
His ftvibborn virtue will not bend. 
He ftands unmov'd by love's alarms. 
And unaffc^lcd with her charms. 
Now her fierce paffion as it burns. 
All fenfe of honour overturns ; , 

She not regards her fex's fame. 
But in plain terms exprcfs'd her flame-. 

The 
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The worthy youth, with ftetdy wftii,' 
All amorous intercourfe declin'cif 
Hcminds her (he*s his ma(Ver s biidet . 
And muft in honour (land deny*d : 
But though (he hears him thus refufe, 
Th' enamoiur'd fair her wifh purfucs : 
PreQes him clofe when e*er 4lone, 
Makes her increafing paflion known ; 
And every method ftrives to take. 
The purpofe of his foul to (hake. 
He hegs {he will her fuit give o'er. 
Determined now to hear no more $ 
And from her prefence will retire; 
But {he, whom fiercer flames infpire. 
His mantle fciz*d, with- tender cry, 
Refolving to fucceed or die. 
To what her furious love demands. 
The virtuous youth abhorrent ftands. 
Breaks from her arms, and fwift as wind 
Departing, leit his fcarf behind. 

U Thu* 
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Thus trcatt4 iNidl{fipntempt and fcom. 
Her raging paffions take a turn, 
And what was headlong love fo late. 
Now difappointed, turns to hate. 
Aloud with all her might fhe cries; 
The wondering ferva<its round her rife ; 
She of her crime the youth accus'd. 
Declares he prefs'd, and (he refused ; 
And fliews the fcarf. The weeping dame 
To Potiphar reports the fame. 
When he at evening to hcrcame. 
The chief, not doubting of her truth. 
To prifon fends the Hebrew youth. 
Who to the charge not once replies, 
And there in clofe confinement lies. 
But while in durance he remain d. 
The keeper's love his virtue gain'd ; 
A generous friendfliip he expreft. 
And gave him charge of all the reft. 

\Vhile 
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While in the jail thus Jofeph Jay, 

Shut from the chcatful eyes of day. 

Of crimes accus'd the ferjeants bring 

Two of ihe fcrvants of the king. 

The frowns of majefty now ftrikc 

The butler ani the cook alike 

Into the dungeon: There they dream 

What may their future lot prochiiui. 

Jofeph declares each dream's intent. 
And as he tells them proves th' evcnr. 
The cook condemn'd, in fcandal dies, 
His former talk the butler plies: 
But when his outward fortunes mend, 
His treacherous heart forgets his fiicnd. 

Twice had the circling year gone rouna 
And ftill in prifonjofcph s found: 
When two ftrange- vifions of the night 
At once the wondering king affright. 
To his magicians foon he fen is, 
And every learned man attends ; 

U ^i, lUxtJ 
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But all thr tiSb^ iMend in vain. 
For none the matter can. explain. 
The butler now confefs*d his &ult. 
And foon to Pharaoh Jofeph's brought. 
To whom the monarch from his throne 
Makes his myflerions viiions known. 
Methought on Nile*s green banks I (lood^ 
And faw afcending from the flood 
Seven well-fed oxen, large to view. 
Who cropt the herbage as it grew 
In a fair pafture : Soon arofe 
Like number to my fight, and thofe 
Ragged and lean grazed up the field. 
The worft that e'er mine eyes beheld i- 
Infatiate hunger ftretch'd their jaws. 
And in their wide voracious maws 
The feven fat beads they greedy take. 
Which in their look no di&erence make ; 
For, prcfs'd by hunger, ftill they roar. 
And feem as empty as before. 

I wak'd: 
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I wak*d: Then flept; and foop rcmm 

My viiioiu. la a field of cora . ** 

Methought I ftood, "and Coon appea.r« 

A tall ftrong flalk, with fevea-fdU cm; 

Dlre^lly after, in mine eyet* 

Seven thin and hlafted feem^d to rife ; 

And while intent I wondering Aood^ 

The wither d ears devour d the good. 

Thefe were my dreams, the monarch faid,. 

As late I reded on my hed ; 

And all the wife-men of my land 

In puzzling confufion (land. 

Nor can their hidden meaning fee : 

That honour is referv'd for thee. -7 

Jofeph replies. It is not mine. 

But God will thro* the darknefs (hine. 

And peaceful anfwers (hall he thine. 

A while he pausd ; and then hegun : 

Your majcfty's two dreams are one ; 

Th» 
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The Cod ofCloTy from h\s throne 

NoY ma.tc4 )iis gr^at iiitcnuons known*. 

The fevrn £uU ears, Ind fevcn fat kine. 

Declare it it hb fix'd defign 

Seven years to come, witb liberal hand 

To fliowcr vaft plenUf o*er the' land. 

To thcfe, in courfe it is decreed. 

Seven years of famine (hall fucceed : 

The fcven lean biiafts, and blafted ears,. 

Predict thus much : And it appears 

In all refpecSls the wlfefl way, 

To make provifion whilft you may. 

When yellow- harvefb crf)wn the field,. 

And heavy (heaves by thoufands yield,,. " 

In rows the fweaty reapers Hand, 

And wide profufion fills the land, - 

Let fome wife perfon be decreed 

To keep in (lore the precious need. 

And to the years of famine give. 

That all the land may cat and live. — 



The 



i 

HISTORY of ilw bible: S59 

The wondering king in ir^ptuit tu^ 

'y/fhere (hall I find a m^ti io wHc 

As him on whom I fix mmc tves ? ^ 

Who can fuch myfterics nnderfiand. 

And hy his'wifdom faiK the land. 

To thee the talk I will affiga^ 

And be the'care of Egypt thine : 

Thou next myfelf henceforth fhall fit. 

My fubje^ls (hall to tlice fubmit ; 

like Pharaoh thou flialt be obey'd; 

Then go! and do as thou haft faid: 

I with my fignct thee invert, 

In princely garments be thou dreft. 

Ride in my chariot ; and to thee 

Shall wondering Egypt bow the knee,— 

Exalted thus, th'e Hebrew youth, 
Withmeekncfs, juftice, goodncfs, truth. 
Rides all the land of Egypt o'er. 
And ia each city lays up Rorc, 

•\VLiic 
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Wluk die-leWn plenteous years abound, 
Taft as^i^iift that fpieads th% ground. 
iStill PhaiiiKfli's firft regard he gains. 
And o*er the laad of Egypt reigns: 
The king a befuteou? piincefs gives. 
In regal ftate young Jbfeph lives ; 
And ere the feven full years were fled. 
Two blooming fons had blefs'd his bed. 
The years of fcarcity fucceed, 
Pale famine reigns, and pinching need •; 
The com is blafted in the field. 
And the fat lands no harveft yield. 
With liberal hand, now Jofeph gives ^ 
By him the land of Egypt lives ; 
And diftant nations with her fliare: 
For them he has enough to fpare ; 
They come to buy, nor are deny'd, 
-But by his goodnefs ftand fupply'd. 

In Canaan's land, where Ifrael dwelt^ 
The famine was fevcrely felt ; 

And 
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And Egypt finding fuch fupply. 
The patriarch fenils his fons to buy. 
Jofeph was ruler o'er the land. 
Before him his ten brethren ftand. 
And bow rcfpedful to the ground. 
But think they have no favour found. 
He knew tlicm well as on they came. 
And calls to mind each former dream ; 
Treats them at firft with rough replies. 
And bluntly tells tlicm they are fpics. 
In fmootheft drain their anfwer runs. 
They tell him tliey are one man's fons, 
Who dwelt at home in good repute, 
And bread to eat their only fuit : 
Two other fons, they mention, were 
Allotted to their father's fhare ; 
One is no more : To chear his days. 
The other with the old man ftays. 
By this, fays he, your truth I prove ; 
As Pharaoh lives, you (hall not move, 

X Bun 
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3 lit ftnnely in ont knil remain. 

Till I a full aiTurjnce gaj&. — 

To prifon tteo* with Hern command, 

Ht Old er^ tilt TTi : But while they ftand 

Still in his prefence, they begin 

To recolle6l their former Cn. 

Chufe one amongft your train, he cries. 

And fend wiih fpeed, if you be wife. 

To bring your brother: When he's here. 

Then will your honefl views appear ; 

Till then in prifon you remain.- — 

ConfuGon feiz'd the guilty train; 

Korknew they what to do or fay: 

But are confin'd without delay. 
In prifon laid, now each proceeds 

To call to mind his former deeds. 

Which God in righteous judgment may 

Send this afflidion to repay. 

Reuben with pungent grief furveys 
The madnefs of his youthful days ; 



Bjr 
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By headlong paflion lately led i < ' 

To violate Ills faiher'ii bed: - 

But kindiim to lii$ brother fhc^vi|p^ ■ . 
Now fills his heart with joys unkncniiu 
Simeon and Levi new proceed 
To recollc(5l each bloody deed 
Thatlbin'd thjir lives. JuJah with pain 
Remenibei'd how liis ions wjtc flaiii. 
For horrid and unnatiual ucc Js 
And what misfortune ilicncj :»iOcccds ; 
Himfelf bciiig taky^n tiic in iiure 
Of Taniar, tli^ ui fraudc.l fair. 
Wife to his ions; who Ijue icniaiii d, •\ 

Whom in a harlot's dids he ^:iiii\l, V 

And 111"! own line wiili iiicell flainM. j 

Such were theii tliouj-Jitf *, biiL IliainLT ilin;^s 
Their p/efcnt fuuation b.ln'_;s, 
And ni.iLcs th:ir injur'd bro:hcr rife 
Xa all his Lwauty to their eyes : 

X 3^ Ills 
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fiu cv«ry >inar duy behold ; 
Bui Im WfcccJtiT^g looks wlicn fold, 
Sting ilji^m T:evorjJ allpaneucc. Now^ 
Yc cruel youAs, you to him bow; 
Now in the pit you take yoUr turn. 
And juftly your paft rangour mourn ; 
Nor would'ihc thought relieve your c;arc,. 
Knew ye whofe prifoners you are. 

When the third mom's afcending ray 
All Egypt chear'd with infant day, 
Tlie cliief afcends his regal feat. 
The kindred prifoners on him wait: 
Perhaps your friends at home, he cry'd,- 
Expe^ ere now to be fupply'd. 
And while ye prove your upright view,- 
May want the corn for which ye fuc : 
To thcfe I no diftrefs would give ; 
Then take them food, and let them live : 
One of your number I fhall bind, . 
To prove you he fliall flay behind ; 

Laden 




\ 
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Laden with corn, tb^ wft I fend. 
And on your promife wiU depend. 
To bring your broiher. Truth demand* 
This one fmall tribute ai your h^indft j 
And when your juft dcreft I find. 
My favour fhall not lag lichind. — 
They all confent; Simeon he takes. 
And In their fight a prifoner makes ; 
They fee him bound, and to their thoughtt 
By this afrefh is Jofeph brought. 
Juft thus was once poor Jofeph bound. 
And no compaflion could be found 
In his own brethren; Judah cries. 
While tears ran ftreaming from his eyes. — • 
Did not I warn you of the deed ? 
Yet your blind fury would proceed *, 
But rifing vengeance now demands ^ 

A brother's blood at all your hands ; 
Reuben reply'd. — Little they thought 

That Jofeph all tliclr meanin * caught ; 

For 
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Toz he tK* Egyptian lin^ugc fpake: 
Bill i«d» imprc(Iit>u oaliim make 
Tiic ivoiU* J»C Jir^rd, he inuft depart 
To vcoi ihc ftrtbtft of his heart, i 
And wetp alciK!^ NtjL long his Hay 
Treats them with coldaefs or delay; 
Laden with com by his command. 
They journey to their native land: 
Nor know they yet that every fack 
Brings its own purchafc -money back.^ 

In fafety tlicy at home arrive. 
And to their aged father give 
A full relation how the man, 
Lord of the land, to chide began ,- 
Treated them all as treacherous fples; 
And having learnt from their replies 
That they a brother had at home, 
Infiftcd that he there fhould come ; 
That hence true men they might be found, 
And as an hofla^e Simeon bound. 



With; 
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With tears faft Are ami ng from hl^ cyei^ 
The good oJd patriarch tbu5 rcpli«: 
Alas! my fons, you aJI confpirc 
To load with gritf your aged fire ( 
Your brother Jofcph a dtad yQ^ knov; 
Now Benjamin you fay i^uftgo; 
Simeon is not: Ah! foon flialll. 
Bereaved of my children, die ; 
And my grey hairs, as you behave, 
You'll bring with forrow to the grave. — 
With fpeed they then their facks unbind. 
And wondering there their money find -, 
Then gazing at each other ftand. 
And fear the lord of Egypt's land 
A quarrel with them feeks to make. 
And will unfair advantage take. 
Still famine rages in tlie land. 
And Ifrael's houlhold foon demand 
A fredi fupply. The hoary chief. 
With forrow worn, and ceafelcfs grief. 

Requires 
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Kcquuti'^iK fj[i» to go and buy. 

To whicli hii lirA-bom maitcs reply. 

Our fuu wiJl no acceptance find, . 

It Benjamin be left br)uad : 

I>t not QUr hikai heart be {^d^ 

But to my tare rcfign the lad. 

Whom if I bring not here again. 

Let my two fons for him be flain. — 

Judah rejoins, The talk be mine. 

Or with my brother let me join : 

The lord of Egypt ftrongly preft 

For Benjamin amongft the reft : 

I'll bring him fafe to Canaan s land 4 

Thou fhalt require him at my hand. 

And if I anfwer not the claim. 

Let me for ever bear the blame. — 

The fue, with forrow in his eyes^ 

Thus urg'd, confents, and foon replies. 

Then take a prefeut to the lord. 

Of what our land may yet afford^ 



Take 
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Take double money in your h^ixid. 
And pay the ruler's full demand t 
My Benjamin {ball with yon go* 
Since the ftem chief will have it fo t 
And on my Gon my hope reBcff^ 
To give you favour Tn his eyes. 
That all my fons he may reftore, 
And not miftnift or chide you more. 
With fpeed departs the kindred train. 

And fafe the land of Egypt gain. 

Before great Jofeph foon they ftand. 

Who views with joy the friendly band. 

And Benjamin amongft the refl; 

For them he bids prepare a feaft. 

And fends them to his palace. There, 

While in confulion they appear, 

He Simeon amongft them fends. 

And in fhort time himfelf attends. 

In a rich room of ftate they dine. 

And Jofeph's eyes with tranfport fhine : 

Y , Fain 
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"yA «<HiM (lie Tulncf* of Wii heart 
RcvBlt liiii^rdf hc^OK tliey part; 
J3ui for hiA yoime^ft biothcr s fake. 
Out tml l^ jrcfolve^ to mat:£ 
If ftitt iSeir iho lights on rancour run, 
Atul caraiot bear a favourite fon. 
His countcuanct he cannot keep. 
But muft reiiic a while to weep : 
lie then gives orders to his train 
To fill their facks with choiccft grain ; 
"Which to each youth bclong'd to learn. 
The money in their bags return ; 
And in the youngeft's fack to hide 
His fi Iver cup. Thus well fupply'd. 
The brethren foon with joy depart ; 
But what emotions heav'd each heart. 
When they a band of horfcmen view'd. 
And quickly found themfelves purfu'd : 
A furly chief the tribe arraigns. 
And foon his mafter's lofs explains. 

They 
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Tlicy plead their iunocrnce, a^U i iv. 
The man on whom \h rouwl fhili lijc. 
To fcarch the ofTicer goes round. 
On Benjamin the cnp is fonnd : 
A fudden horror fliakes the hand, 
Aghafl a wJille they trembling (land. 
Then rend their garments, tear their hair, 
And in confufion back repair. 
Jofcph reproves : ConfoiinJcl, they 
Not one word in cxcufc can fay ; 
But willingly would each be led 
To fufFer in his brotiicr's llcad. 
Not fo, the frowning chief replies, 
"VVith us the guilty on^y dies ; 
With all the refl no f lult I Rwl: 
Then go-, but lie muil ftny bcliind. — 
Judah draws nigh- the ruler's fear. 
And takc'S-occafion to relate 
Each tender circumflancc aparr, 
That binds to his old parent's heart- 

Y «. TI>i 
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7 iii with defile 

iVi 11 V*; Wit apgtiilli r>f Ilia finc^ 
Beg* that lumfclf cojidcmn'd may be, 
'Jo (el laa youngeft brotLer freel 
As Jofcpli he a r3 the tender ulc. 
The force of nature will prevail ; 
He bids his fervants all depart^ 
And with emotions in his heart 
Beyond expreffion, and with eyes 
That ihinc with tendemefs, he cries,, 
Brother, no more ! it all is right i 
No longer will I take delight 
To vex your fouls : In me behold 
Jofeph your brother, whom ye fold* — 
Aftonifti'd ftand the wondering train^ 
Abafli'd and filent they remain ; 
A flood of tenderncfs o'erflows 
Good Jofeph's heart : At once he goes. 
To Benjamin; he hugs the boy 
Clofe to his breaft, with tender joy. 



Each 
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Each hosiTtwidi Coh cm^mi^ U\i, 
On all their necbi he iveepi hf nxmu 
Grieve not, my brethren^ at the deed 
From which fuch gjieat cvcnii proccfd. 
Then cries the chief: Jehovah ptaifcl 
How wife! how juft are all his way«!l 
He fent mc here with tender carCy 
Food for a nation to prepare : 
Still will the field no harvell find^ 
Jive years of famine lie behind ; 
And God hath fent mc to this place 
To work deliverance for our race. 
Then go with fpeed to whence ye camcv 
GoD^s boundlefs goodnefs there proclaim j, 
And let my father underftand 
That I am ruler of the land. 
To Egypt bring him and his race ;. 
I'll fix them in a pleafant place : 
Gofhen's rich paftures 1 provide, 
And by my care you'll fland fupply'd 




With- 
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TViiU CV«y guaJ, Btjntl me well; 

That J«ftj3li litTs. — The wiwlerinj train 
Their growing joy cm fcjrce contain. 
Gild to relieyft their faiher a tare i 
And for the jouniiy aU prcpatf* 
To each a fuit of rich array 
Joft'ph beflows.: Food for tlie way 
His carie provides. Egyptian horfe. 
With a fuflicicnt warlike force 
To guard them f.ife through all the land,. 
And carriaGfcs, the kind's coin:nand 
Engages on the train to wait, 
And bring them back in regil flate. 
Ten flurdy mules, well laden, bean 
Whatever is in Egypt rare, 
"Which Jofcph to his father fends; 
And. on" liis God the chief depends- 
To guard from dangers in tlie road, 
Ajid bring lain fafc to his abode.. 



Eionu 




From Egyjt then iltparu ihe bjinrl;. 
"Which foon arrives at Cauaan'* Liml, 
Ifrael with joy LtlioldA Li* funs, 
And gladnefs UiroMgh tb* aUtmUly runs« 
While they the wOnd^ous talc rcJatc, 
Of Jofeph and his princely ftatff* 
Slowly the fainting fire receives 
yhe ftrangc relation: But belie vci^ 
"When he beholds the warlike train 
Of hoife and chariots on the plain. 
And fees the carriages. He cries. 
With gladnefs -fparkliug in his eyes. 
It is enough, my Jofeph lives. 
More than I alkJcnovAH gives ; 
Joy warms my aged heart, and I 
Will go and fee him ere 1 die. — 

The blufliing mom in glory rofc. 
With his vaft train the patriarch goes ; 
Near fcvcnty fouls his lioufc contains; 
They take thcii way for Egypt's plains. 






To 
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To BeeI^btba ibey foon remove, ; 
And ftcrificc In Abraham V grove: 
Huy fee ibc hcrtd idt^ bUw, 
And lotid re found tbeir praters ind praife. 
The Cod of Ifaac hei« sppt^r d, 
Hi^ awful voLcc good irr4i Iward, 
While through the night hlj glory {hone. 
Which thus^ heavenly will made known: 
Jacob, proceed, I am thy God I 
By thee fhall Egypt's plains be trod t 
From thee a mighty nation rife; 
And Jofeph there (hail clofe thine eyes.*—* 
Encourag'd thus, the hoary chief 
Now bids farewell to every grief; 
And journeys on without delay: 
At length they Egypt's towers furvey. 

Where Gofhen's verdant paftures fmlle, 
Well water'd by overflowing Nile, 
Judah advances by deGre, 
And Jofeph comes to meet his Grc : 

A blazing 



rinlfffftir 
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A blazing chaxioC (\ievrs hit Aatf ^ 

And warrior guards around him wuc. ^ 

The good old patriarch fees bit fon» ■ 

And tender tears in vivera run ; 

In clofe embrace he hMs liis boj^M^^^. 

And pafl all utteraflie t^ his jojr. 

At length the power of iptech he foand : 

Now are my utmofl wiflies crown'd, ' 

Since Jofeph lives thus glorious^ I 

Have feen enough, and let me die. 

Soon to the monarch's ear the fame 
Of Ifrael's arrival came; 
To honour him he gives command. 
And fets before liim all his land. 
The flowery paftures and the plains 
Of Ramefes, his choice retains ; 
And his white flocks o crfpread the fhore 
Where Nile s refounding f urges roar, 

Z ' Stitt 
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SiUt o'cT tlic land pale (amine reigns, 
Jofcph liis fiithcr'i houfc fnftains; 
Caiiaan and Egypt $ gold he gains ; 
And whtD their riches all are fled, 
Th' Egypiiani iell thdr luid for bread. 

Full fcventeen yqars in £gypt*s plains 
The good old patriarch remains. 
When all the powers of nature bend. 
And illnefs fpeaks him near his end% 
Now his two fons good Jofeph brought^ 
And his laft blefling for them fought. 
The fire confcnts, but crofs'd his hands^ 
For in his view young Ephraim ftands 
Before ManafFeh. Soon appear 
The fons of Ifrael, when they hear 
That on the verge of life he lies : 
He bleffiss them, and peaceful dies. 
But ere the chief refign d his breath, 
And funk kto the; arm of death, 

To 
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'^here their great anceflors T^sqm^'^ 
Canaan s land, near MamrtV jljJtF^,- 

Soon dis he faw the (jirit fled^ 

feph with tears bedew'4 the dead ; 

ifs'd the dear corps ; then gave command 

) the phyficians of the land, 

id Ifrael they embalm with care, 

5 the Egyptian monarchs are. 

ill fcventy days are then decreed 

) mourning ; when they foon proceed 

fumptaous funeral to make, 

rid to the land of Canaan take 

le facred corps. In mournful gloom 

3wly proceeding to the tomb, 

^ptiaii chariots now are led, 

tid a vaft train attends the dead. 
Canaan's land fcven days they mourn, 

licir charge depofit, and return. 

Z % When 
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Wbm pious IfincTt. head wa* laid ' 
In At cgidpfs^ the brethren faid. 



Now mitf«||0<^%pAer u no nflpre, 
Peihaps dilihnHlfiis love il o\r ; 
He mif^t &>rgive ns for his fake. 
But now a full revenge may take. 
They then fubmiflive fend, with fpced> 
And beg he will forgive the deed. 
Such was their father*s laft rcqueft. 
The chief with tears his brethren bleft ; 
Confirms his love ; affuranee gives 
He will befriend them while he lives. 

Great in the earth, and far renowned, 
With Egypt's every honour crown'd, 
Now Jofcph liv'd; and faw their race 
O'erfpread the land with vaftincrcafe. 
He, ere he dy d, declar'd hb fenfe 
That Goo would forely take tliem thence : 

And 
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And gave in char^ that they, in lovc^^ 

]f rom Egypt fhould his bones xemofe. ^. * 

Then like a (heaf oC com that fica 

In harveft gather*d, ^aceful dieK 
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The Ifraelites Oppreffio% an3 crud BetuUge^jm Egy^, 

Exodus, ch. i. 

'TP H E fons of Ifrael all wtrc dead. 

And Gofhen's land their ra(;f o^erfpread ; 
Two generations pafs'd away, 
And ftill their tribes in Egypt ftay: 
Labour and toil were now their lot; 
And Jofeph and his deeds forgot. 
Their ftroug, laborious, hardy race, 
O'erfpread the land with vaft increafc , 
So great in numbers, and in might. 
The king grows envious at the fight; 
And takes all methods to opprefs, 
To burden, and to make them lefs. 
To every fervile talk affign*d, 
They labour with a patient mind. 
Prodigious toil their ftrength fupplies, 
And mighty works in Egypt rife : 

A a The 
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T^^in&fS^^ pyramid , 
Hides M the .clouds m (lately head ; 
Citifii, vrjuch fpacioixs walls farround. 
Are huilt; and tpwei^ and ^ires abound* 
The rigorous king, with &ern -commaAd^ 
£xa£ls the labour at theix hand ; 
And hard oppwflion all their days 
His iron hand upon them Jays. 

The monarch ftrives without fu£ge6 
To weaken, or to make them lefs : 
For, what in ftates we fcldom know, 
The more opprefs'd, the more they grow. 
Determin'd ftill to gain his ends, 
To foul and impious deeds he hends. 
And for the Hebrew midwives fends : 
To thefe his cruel orders run, . 
That when each dame had bom a fon, 
By private means its death to give ; 
But let the ^emak children live. 

Ttf. 
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The midwives, as the Lok^ thrf fe«r, - 
The cruel charge with horrSr heat: 
God's holy Ja^v^s they beat hi mitid. 
Nor dare perform the talk affign'd. 
In rage ^tke difappoimed king, 
Refolving to perform the thing 
He had decreed, now gives comniand 
To all the people of the land, 
That if an Hebrew boy be found, 
in Nile's deep cunent he be drown'd. 

HISTORY THE SECOND. 

jTAe Birth of Mqfes: His prefsrvallon by FharaoKs 

Daughter; and Education at ihc Egyptian Court, 

Exodus^ ch. ii. 

T T THILE thus the monarch's ftsm. command 

In dreadful guilt iAvolv'd the land, 
A fon was born to Amram. He 
Srom Levi fecond in degree 

A~ a 2 Defcended.- 
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Dcr^cndcd. * Every beauty fmil'd 
On the ioud mother, in her child ; 
Nor could her tender heart proceed 
To the iinjuft. and cruel deed 
The king requir'd. Three months were run 
While the fond mother hid her fon 
From Pharagh's officers : And now 
Her quick invention labours how 
To fave him ftill : The babe Ihe laid ' 

In a fmall aik, of rufhes made, i 

And daub'd with pitch ; then foon convey'd • 
Amongft the flags that Ikirt the fide. 
And fringe the margin of the tide 
Where roars the Nile. Thus forc'd to part 
With the dear darhng of her heart. 
The mother her young daughter fent 
To ftand aloof, and wait th' event.. 
To bathe her in the facred flood. 
By Egypt worfhipp'd for a god, 

Thi 
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*rhe princefs came : The ark flic ftnMf 
And fends her maids to fetch, thj^prue*- 
Sdft pity touched her tender hrcaft. 
And by th' affc^ing fcenc impreft 
With kind compaflion, all her heart 
Takes the. poor helplefs infant's part : 
With fofteft looks her eyes furvcy 
The babe, as weeping loud he lay: 
How hard, the edi^l of the ftate. 
Which dooms to fuch untimely fate 
The Hebrew children ; but, my dear,. 
Thy life /hall be the princefs' care ; 
She cry'd : — When to the royal maid. 
His fifter came, and thus (he faid : 
Great princefs ! if thy goodnefs give 
The lovely infant leave to live, 
I foon an Hebrew nurfe can find. 
To whom the charge maybe aflign'd.- — 
Then go ; the royal dame replies : — 
Joy fparkled in the Cfter's eyes ; 

Swift- 



fob 8l9¥6^'t(if thf^fflBLl^ 
Swift as tlieilibdijf fttf cn:^^^ tlie plam. 
And qulcl^J0i0L*<fdte noble tmn. 
Bringing her fflother. To her fpake 
The princefs tlins'^ This infant take. 
And nurfe : I will chy wages give ; 
Lovely the babe, and he fhall lire.-— 
With fluttering lieart, the anxicra* dame 
To meet the gay affemb^y came : 
But now with raptur'd mind Qie fmiFd, 
And on her bofom laid the child; 
While all her fpirits overflcfw 
With joys which none bnt mothers knorw.- 
Under her cafe young Mofes grew 
In ftature, ftrength and beauty too : 
And when the nurfe no more he needs^. 
To Pharaoh's palace (lie proceeds 
With her fair charge ; and every eye 
With wonder fixes on the boy : 
Pharaoh receives him on his throne, 
Adopts him for his daughter's fon ; 



'3b the king's palace he pemtdii*d) - 
.Amongft the nobles of the landj '*' 
To all th' Egyptiajtt learning bred. 
And like a monarch cloathd and fed. 



HISTORYthkTHIRD. 

Mofes^ with Trouble and Refeniment^ beholds (fic 
Affli^ion of his People : He Kills an Egyptian in 
their Defence; in Corfcquence of whicb^ he is 
obliged to Depart from Egypt- He goes to AH- 
dian; is Received hy the Prince of tlie Country; 
and Marries his Daughter, 

Exodus^ ch. ii. 
T7* O R wifdom, and for (Irength renown'd. 

With military honours crown'd, 
Inverted with the firft command, 
Efteem'd and prais'd by all the land, 
Mofes in Pharaohs court remalu'd 
Till he his fortieth year had gain'd: 

But 
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But all tlic fplendoT of the throne 
To kim with fifcAlng ludre {hone ; 
For his fad anxious thoughts he turns 
To where his injui'd nation mourns^ 
Whofe cruel and opprcffive lot 
Can ne'er one moment be forgot, 
Amongft them often he repairs. 
To foften and relieve their cares ; 
And as they in hard bondage groan. 
He makes th' affe£ling cafe his own. 
There as he walks, by chance he fpiei 
A fierce Egyptian lord, that plies 
With cruel ftripes an Hebrew flave. 
To whom a rigorous talk he gave. 
Beyond his ftrength. Refentment rofc 
In Mofes' breaft : He boldly goes, * 

Returns the ufage with his fword. 
And lays in dull the haughty lord- 
When next be came a quarrel rofe. 
And foon cncrcas'd from words to blows. 



Amongft 
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• Amongd the Hebrews. This th* chief 
' Sees with concern and growing grief. 

And gently to reprove proceed* : 

But idly vaunting in his deeds. 

The man that did his neighbour wrong, 

Thus to retort indulg'd his tongue: 

Already we have ample (lore 

Of mafleFS, and defire no more ; 

Except it be your lordly will 

For fuch a fmali oflfence to kill ; ''' 

As yefterday th' Egyptian bled. — 

When Mofes heard thefe words,' he fled I 

And not long after underdands 

That Pharaoh's wrath his life demands. 
Croffing the Nile without delay. 

He thro' the defert * takes his way. 

And MIdian gains. In rural ftat« 

The moiurch dwelt obfcurely great ; 

B b Both 

•* Of Arabia. 
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Both pricft and king, A virgin train 

Of fcvcn fair daughters blefs^d his reign : « 

They all domcftic bulincfs fliare, 

And make the bleating flocks their care. 

\Vhile burning noon her power difplay'd. 

They fat and watch'd them in the Ihadc ; 

But when the cooler evening came. 

With tender care each beauteous dame 

Conduds them to the fountain's biink. 

And gives the chryftal ftream to drink. 

They water thus their fleecy pride. 

But in their bufmcfs are annoy d 

By neighbouring iheplierds. Each rough clown 

From the adjacent hills comes down ; 

Tlicy make the virgins Hand in awe, j 

And feize the water as tliey draw. 

Mofcs th' unequal ftrife furvey'd, 

Nor to rjlievc the fair delay'd: 

The idle clowns with blows he drives 5 

Clear water to their flocks he gives: 

And 
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And while the days bright fplendours bora, 

The virgins to their fire return. 

How is it ye fo foon have done? 

The careful chiefs enquiry run.- — 

A brave Egyptian youih, they fay. 

Hath nobly flood our fricn.l to day : 

The ill-bred fwains lie did not fpare, 

And water d all our fl;;ccy care. — 

Why have yc left tlie youtli behind, 

Rcply'd the fire. — Sw:ft as the wind 

Fair Zepporah, the eldeft, ran, 

And to her father brought the man. 

With wonder he the youth furvey'd. 

The youth with love beheld the maid, 

And in the family he flaid. 

The monarch, to reward his care. 

Gives to his arms the willing fair : 

And here he dwelt, obfcure, unknown, 

Till God from his eternal thione, 

B b 8 As 
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As ill his purpofe he proceeds, 
Sucn calls him out to nobler deeds. 



HISTORY THi FOURTH. 

7% Burning BiJIu 

Exodus^ ch. 111. 

'"T^ \V I C E twenty years in Midian's plains, 

Aniidd furrounding fliades, remains 
The fon of Aitiram, now decreed 
Jethro hi« father^'s flock to feed. 
The fleecy charge with care he fed. 
And for Into the dcfcrt led: /; .'^V-J-^^ 

*"'.»};* • 

They graze on Koitb's fliaggy fi<fc»pl*"^.K^i3 

Amongft the btt'mbles and the trees, 
A bufli wrapp*d iii famyimAiiig Bmitf^..- 

WhiJi quickly might confjine ihc fame ; 

But 



"Whofc lofty head the clondi dwfflSfc^^P^?^'- 
f As here tlie hero watch 'd, he fees. 



^A^rm^i^jS^AJhw^ J&fc rr.y-M^^yA 




Mbfes at die Burning Bulb . 
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But ftronger, brighter fires arife, 
And Hill it blazes to the {kles. 
To the A range fight the fhepherd tuni*44 
And wliile the beamy bramble bum'd 
An awful voice immediate broke. 
And thus the God oi Ifiacl fpoke: 
Alofes, too near thou mufl not draw ; 
AVith fear approach, and reverend awe; 
The place is holy: Loofe thy fhoes, 
Nor to perform my will refufe: 
The God of Abraham and his race, 
Whofc boundlcfs prefence fills all fpace,. 
Now calls upon thee.- — Mofcs heard. 
And hid his face •, for much he fear'd 
To look on God: When brighter Qiiii'd 
The Heavenly Power, and ilms rejoin'd. 
1 have beheld from heaven's high throne,. 
The bondage under which now groan 
My chofen people ; and tlieir ciy 
Under opprcfiion, mchs the frcy 
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To tcndet pity. I, their God, 
Dcfcending from my bright abode. 
Determine to redrcfs their wroDgs ; 
And now to thee the taflv belongs. 
Before great Pharaoh thou (halt (land. 
And in my name my fons demand. — 
To this the (hepherd made reply. 
For this great fervicc, who am I? — 
The God retunis, My heavenly will 
The meaneil inflrumenis fulfil: 
And mito thee it is decreed 
That thou fhalt bring my chofcn feed 
From Egypt's chains. Then quickly ga 
Gather the tribes, and let them know 
The God of Ifrael hath appear'd. 
And will by Egypt be rever'd. 
For Pliaraoh will, with iron hand. 
The freedom of my fons withftand; 
But I with plagues will finite Iiisland: 



> 
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^Vhen he my mighty power fhall know, 
-And will be glad to let them go : 
The joyful tribes then furely will 

^dore me on this holy hill. 

lior empty fhall your race depart, 

-For I will for you melt the heart 

Of Egypt's daughters, who fhall lend. 

As to their intimate or friend. 

Silver or gold, or rich attire. 
Or whatfoe'er your hearts dcfire. — 

Mofes reply'd with Ihivering fear, • 
Perhaps the people will not hear ; 
But as a fool I may be jeer'd. 
When I declare that God appear'd. — 
CaPt down thy flafF, the Loan replies : — 
Mofes obeys : Not long it lies, 
But a huge fcrpent at him flics. 
,Fear not, but feizc the tail ; then faid 
The Heavenly Vifion.- — He obey'd. 
And in his hand his flaff furvey'd. 
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To them this wonder thou ffialt give, 
A'Vhich may incTQce them to believe, 
Then adds the L(nn). Nor this alone ; 
But that the power of God be known. 
Into thy bofom thrufl thy hand — 
Mofes obeys the high command ; 
Then draws it out, and to his fight 
It leprous feem'd, all fnowy white : 
But when his hand he back return'd, 
The dire difeafe no more he moum'd. 
If both thefe wonders prove in vain, 
(The Lord rejoin d) belief to gain. 
Where roars the Nile thou then (halt (land 
And pour clear water on the land ; 
The water there (hall turn to gore. 
Immediate reddening on the fhore. — 
Ah, Mighty God! the heio cries, 
To oiie more proper turn thine eyes. 
My lips with faltering accents fpeak.. 
And tlie flow founds unfinifh'd break.— 

Have 
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♦"Have «ot I form'd the human voice ? 
And as on thee I fix my choice 
ToTpeak to Pharaoh, cannot,! 
Thy ftammering tongue with ftrength fupply ? 
Reply 'd the Lord, Then boldly go. 
And my afUflaace thou {hali know: 
. But if thou ftill reludant ftand. 
Thy brother^aron, whole command 
Of language far furpaffes thine, 
In this important talk I -join; 
And by my ppwerful impulfe brought. 
To the great work he comes unfoughu-^ 

The humble iwain no more replies, * 

And inftantly his brother (pies 
"Coming to meet him up the hill ; 

To him he tells Jehovah's will. 

At the bright vifion feen fo late. 

They both rejoice, that the low ftalc' 

Of Ifrael melts the pitying flcics, 

And that their God will make them rife. 

Cc HISTORY 
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HISTORY theFIFTH. 

Mojes and Aaron s Jirjl Mejpige tp Fhsraoh 
Exodus^ ch. v. vi. 
O S £ S reviews the high command. 



Nor can he now relufbint ftand ; 
And both the pious brothers join 
To bring about the great deGgn. ^ 
A kind difmiflion Mofes gains 
Fromjethro; and for Egypt's plains 
His wife and children with him came. 
But wearied foon, the tender dame 
The hardihips of the journey mourns. 
And to her father s houfe returns. 

And now by God*s fupreme conunand. 
With pious care the brothers ftand 
Amongft the elders of their race. 
And fhew their God's intended grace 
In their deliverance. What the Lord 
Had (aid to Mofcs, word by word 

They 
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They to the liftening tribes declare ; 
And fhew the figns. With holy fear. 
And with believing love and joy, 
They bow to God wjio rules the (ky. 

Then foon before the haughty king, 
A band fele^l of elders It^ring 
The noble brothers : At ^he throne 
They their commiflion thus make known: 
The Hebrews God, great prince, deman^ 
A fhort refpite for all their bands 
From daily labour, while we raife 
Our grateful hearts in prayer and praife. 
And make his holy alur blaze. 
Far in the defert; there unite. 
And all partake the facred rite. — 
Who is the Lord ? the king replies. 
With anger flafhing from his eyes ; 
He (lands unknown in Egypt's land. 
And I regard not his command. 

C c 8 The 
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The Apis ox * is honoured here. 
And dog Anubis f we revere ; 
But of your God I nothing know^ 
Nor will I lerthc people go.^ 
Mofes an^v Aaron, you I blame,- 
From who^ this idle meffage came. 
To flfo^'thc work of thoufands. Hencc, 
Ye idle flaves ! for nO pretence 
Shall Itt your labour.— Then a band 
Of officers, by his command, 
Drove out the ciders from the throne ; 
And Phai^oh his defign made known^ 
That fuel now (homld be dtny'd. 
Which heretofore the king fupply'd ; 
But yet their lords, with rigorous hand; 
Should the fame tale of bricks demand. 

* The Apis was a live ox, or bull, which was wor- 
fhippcd by the Egyptians at MfcmpHisj and honoured 
after his death with a general mourning, and magnifi- 
cent funeral, 

f The Anubis was an Egyptian idol, in the ihape 
of a dog, or a live dog, which they worfhippcd. 
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In vain they plead^ in vain their cries, 
The rigorous king their fuit denies } 
And none their hardfhip can prevent. 
The' furly tafk^mafters relent. 

In fadnefs foon the brothers leave 
The royal prefeuce. Much they grieve 
That they have found fuch ill fucceft, • 
And cannot gain the leaft vtdrefs: 
When their fad brethren round them throng,. 
And {harply chide them for the wrong 
Which their miflaken love hath wrought, - 
And double hardlhips on them brought. 

Mofes complains before the Lord, 
Who foon confirms his former word,. 
And lets his grieving fervants know 
That Ifraers tribes (hall furely go : 
Por unto Abraham and his feed- 
The land o£ Canaan is decreed ; 
Whicli God will foon their ponion make. 
And all his fens from Egypt take. 

lot 
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For tho' the raging king withftand. 
He now in wrath will finite the land. 
And fhakc the haughty monarch's throne. 
Who then will wifli them to he gone. 

HISTORY THE SIXTH. 

The ten '\Piagues of Egypt. 

Exodus^ ch. vii. viii. ix. x. xi. 

A N D now again^ by God's command^ 
Mofes and Aaron boldly ftand 
Before the monarch's regal feat, 
And in Jehovah's name repeat 
Their former claim. The potent rod, 
Which late difplay'd the power of GOd, 
Aaron caft down in open view, 
Which foon a monftrous fei-pent grew : 
His horrid length he roU'd along; 
The king with all his noble throng 

Admiring 
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Admiring ftood ; and then command 

The old magicians of the land. 

With their indiauting powers to try 

If with this wonder they can vie. 

Encourag'd thus, the hoary train 

Caft down their rods ; and on the plain 

Each to a fhining ferpent turn'd. 

And with terrific fiercenefs bum'd: 

JBut Aaron's ferpent rear'd his creft. 

And in a moment gorg'd the reft. 

The harden'd king, with impious thought^ 

Concludes the whole by magic wrought ; 

And, fwell'd with pride, no longer fears. 

But every threat regardlcfs hears. 

No longer now the God forbears ; 
Vaft ftores of vengeance he prepares ; 
And when the blufhing morning rofe. 
By his command his fervant goes 
To meet the king in all his pride; 
And (landing by the river fide 
He fmites the ftream : The rolling tide 
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Immediate reddens as tbey-^ood. 
Into a mighty fea of hlood. 
Seven days tiiroughout th* £gypiiftn land 
In all her llreams the^hlood remained ; 
And then, at the command of God, 
Aaron ftretch*d oat the holy rod 
O'er the red Nile, and foon appear 
Vaft fwarmsof frogs, which, void of fear. 
Crawl o*er the land, the houfes .£11, 
Nor lefTen, tho* a nation kill. 
Surrounded hy the croaking ctowd. 
The haughty monarch ftorms aloudt 
But foon relents, and fues for grace ; 
Yet greater hardnefs gains a place 
In his proud lieart, when morning light 
^Removes the plague, and gives refpite. 

And now Jehovah gives command 
With fwarms of lice to curfc the land ; 
Which rife fpoutanebus4tll around, 
As foon as Aaron fmites the.ground: 



H 1 3 T O R Y of the B I B L E. jog 
In vain to fliun them cities ftrive. 
For all the duft is feen alive. 
With rage the tyrant rolls his eyes. 
And all the force of magic tries: 
But now the black myfterious train 
To every demon feek« in vain ; 
No more they ftiive with Aaron's rod. 
But are compell'd to own the God; 
And urge the monarch to fubmit. 
Who fwells with pride and fiercenefs yet. 

But quickly dark'ning all the flues, 
Defcends a dreadful fwarm of flies 
Dire6lly on the impious land 
Which dares Jehovah's power withftand. 
Continual buzzing o!cr the plains, 
To man or beaft no reft remains : 
But Coflicn's land, where Jfracl dwelt, t 
No irkfome lice, nor infects felt. 

With two tormenting plagues diftrefs'd, 
The monarch begs to be releas'd j 

D d And 
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And fcems to favour the demand 
On which the worthy brothers (land. 
Mofes intreats ; the flies depart ; 
But hardnefs binds the tyraats heart. 
Who views the chiefs with fcorhful eye, 
And ftill refufes to comply. 

Now Jfrael's God, once more deny'd. 
Prepares to tuch the tyrant's pride. 
For the war-horfe the Egyptian groxmd 
Was over all the world renown'd. 
And o'er her land the generous breed 
In the fat pafture fporting feed. 
But thro' their blood infection thrills ; 
And muirmin all the cattle kills. 
Each on the ground in anguifh lies. 
Drops down his head, and fainting dies. 
Camels and aifes, fheep and kine. 
In one promifcuous ruin join -, 
While <Joftien*s land untouch' d remains, 
And cattle fport on all her plains. 

In 
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In ilorming rage the king appears, 
And of the great diftiudlion hears ; 
But (lupid Aill, relu^nt Aands, 
To what the Hebrews' God demands. 
And now the tyrant to provoke, 
Jehovah aims a nearer ftroke: 
When Amram's fons, by him injoin d. 
Sprinkle dry afhes in the wind ; 
Thro' Egypt the infe<^ion runs. 
And dreadful boils diftrefs her fons. 
The king and the magicians rave. 
Nor can their gods or demon's fave: 
But wiih a heart as marble hard. 
The flupid monarch (lands prepar'd 
Still to opp()fcjLHOVAH*s claim. 
Often pre lented in his name. 

N(.\v bright and clear the naom appear'd , 
And lacrcd light all Egypt chearM: 
But ere the fhlning fource of day 
From the meridian pour'd his ray, 

D d 2 In 
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In clouds conceal'd from mortal eyes 
A mighty tempeft brooding lies; 
When fuddcn burfting from on high 
The roaring thunder (hakes the (ky ; 
The flafliing lightnings blaze around. 
And gathering run along the ground. 
The roaring ftorm impetuous blows,. 
And fmitcs the nation as it goes: 
Heavy and hard the rattling hail. 
Makes every eye and heart to fail ; 
Mingled with fire, it gives the wound. 
And with vafl force tears up the ground : 
Both man and beaft promifcuous die ; 
All the green fields in ruin lie ; 
Smit is the waving foreft's crown. 
The branches crafli, the leaves come down: 
But Goflien, where God's people dwelt. 
No driving dorms, nor terrors felt. 

The atheift wretch that heaven defies,. 
Oft trembles when the lightning flies 

And 
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nd thunder roars. Thus Egypt's king 

le flafhing fires and thunders bring 

) cool reflection. Id a fright, 

e promifeS to give refpite 

> Ifrael's tribes ; and begs with fpeed 

hat Amram's fons will intercede. 

hen to his God great Mofes goes, 

tid foon the ftorm no longer blows : 

le thunders ceafe, the tempeft flies, 

nd in pure azure fmiie the (kies. 

It when the ftupid monarch faw 

le terrors of the ftorm withdraw, 

longer his diftrcfs remains, 

ill faft he holds the Hebrew's chains, 

nd in his land by force detainsv 

he brothers plead. With fallen pride 

hey by the monarch are dcny'd. 

hey urge, that God will foon command 

aft fwarms of locufts on the land, 

3 cat the herbs that ftlll remain'd. 

The- 



,,^ H I S T R Y of the B I B L 1. 

The courtiers loudly uxg€ it fit 
That Pharaoh (hould at length fubnjit; 
For by her monarch's (lupid piide 
Already Egypt is deftroy'd. 
The men at length may licence gain ; 
The king the children will detain. 
Then by the great command of Gooy 
Mofes Ufts up his mighty rod ; 
And foon an eaftern wind 4rofc, 
Which thro' the night unceafing blowSy 
And at the morn's afcending ray. 
Heavy in clouds brought on the day : 
The clouds were locufis ; and they rifc 
On high ; and blackening all the flues. 
Then low defccnding, all around 
Unload the burden on the ground : 
Such mighty fwarms it fcarce contains ; 
In heaps they cover all the plains. 
And eat up all before them. Seen 
In Egypt now is nothing green. 



In 
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In hafte the Memphian king implor'd 
Mofes once more to fcek the Lord. 
Mofes confents ; and at his ciy 
The wcftern winds inamcdiate fly. 
Which took the Ibcufls far away, 
And whelm'd ihem in the neighbouring fci. 
But when the ftorm was over blown, 
The monarch's heart was hard ds ftonc. 

Then Mofes Hfts his rod on high, 
And points it upward to the fky 
At great Jehovah's high command. 
And darknefs hovers o'er the land : 
Thick, clofc and heavy it remains. 
And covers all the Egyptian plains. 
Throughout the land appears no light. 
But black and horrid han«rs the nis[ht. 
Three times the chariot of the day 
Roll'd high along the azure way. 
While wrapp'd in fhad-e all Egypt lies. 
Heaven's fpleudours blotted from the ikies. 

Pharaoh 
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Pharaoh once more to Mofes fcnt. 

And fecm'd liis error to lament : « 

Nor long his madnefs he deplor'3. 

Ere facred light the day reftofd. 

No longer then the monarch mo'urn'd; 

But his Aupidity retunrd. 

Infulting, infolent and proud. 

With rifmg rage he ftorm'd aloud ; 

And threatened death fliould Mofes dare * 

Once more before him to appear. 

And now Jehovah ftands prepar'd 

To make his holy name rcver'd; 

And aims a ftroke to (hake the land,^ 

That Pharaoh (hall no more withftand. 

Thus he declares his fovercign will, 

^Vhich the attentive tribes fulfil: 

In every houfe throughout your coaft. 

So favoured by the Lord of Hoft, 

To me be a fat lamb decreed, 

And the fourth evening let him bleed. 

SpiU 
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^pill not the blood upon the ground 
Till you have fprJnkled all around 
Your houfes' door-pofts : Then in hafte 
Let all your tribes prepare the feaft. 
Eat up the whole the lamb contains; 
Take heed no part of it remains! 
Difpatch the buGnefs out of hand^ 
And for your journey ready ftand: 
For in the darknefs of the night 
I will the land of Egypt fmite ; 
And when I fee the blood appear, 
Health {hall remain, and fafcty there. 
But Egypt's firft-bom fons, and all 
Her puny gods (hall furely fall : 
And frighted Pharaoh fhall command 
You all in hade to leave his land. 

When the fourth evening clos'd the day, 
The great command the tribes obey, 

£ c Goi>*i 
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God's pafT-over * they all prepare. 
And in the holy banquet (hare : 
A general gladnefs crownd the night. 
While they partook the fociai rite. 
But foon as midnight gain d the fky. 
Thro' Eg>'pt ran a dreadful cry ; 
Bom on the breeze, the doleful found 
Shakes the aSrighted nation round ; 
From every houfc loud (bricks arife. 
In every houfe the firft-born dies. 

" All in confufion and affright 
Sad Pharaoh rifes in the night; 
For, from the dungeon to the throne. 
All Egypt fent a general groan. 
And now the haughty monarch bends : 
He for the fous of Amram fends. 



* A great fcaft of the Jews,- ordained by the 
to be kept on the fourteenth day of the firft n 
throughout all their generations, in rcmcmbra 
their departure from Egypt, 
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^^^nd urges them without delay 
-JC^o take their all, and hade away. 
-A.11 the Egyptians urge llicir flight 
^^efore returning morning light; 
^or fliould ihcy in the land remain, 
X^crhips ere then we all arc flaln. 
-Away in haftc the tribes they fend ; 
"^Vhat they require they gladly lend; 
And hafty bundling in their clothes 
Their bread unbak'd, the nation -goes. 

Thus all the tribes of Ifrael gain 
A glad releafc from Egypt's chain. 
Six hundred thoufandable men, 
Befide their wives and children, then 
Departed from the impious coaft ; 
Their Leader was the Lokd of Hoft: 
And, fond of freedom, boldly they 
Toward the defcrt took their way.' 



Ec2 HISTORY 



(tto) 

HISTORY THE SEVENTH. 

GOD divides the Sea^ and ihc IfraeBtes pafs over 
on dry Land; which the Egyptians ejfaying to do^ 
are Drowned, 

Exodus^ ch. xin. xiv. xr. 
X? ROM Pharaoh and his impious land 

Having at laft difmiflion gain*d. 
The chofcn tribes now take their way,- 
And foon encamp before the fea* 

The monarch's former pride returns,. 
Much the prodigious lofs he mourns : 
Nor can he without anguifh (ee 
So many fervants now fet free 
When the fierce king, with growing ragCr 
Prepares a dreadful war to wage, 
The late revolted tribes to gain, 
And fubjed ta their former chain. 
He foon arrays in dreadful force 
The Egyptian chariots, and their horfe ; 

And 
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And all the armies of the land 
In order wait his dread command. 
Warriors rcnown'd, and fiery fteeds, 
Stand all prepared for dreadful deeds , 
In golden armour ihines afar 
The glittering king prepar'd for war: 
Six hundred chariots fhake the ground^ 
And cover aH the pkin around. 
With this vaft hoft the monarch braves^ 
And follows his retreating flaves : 
With all the rage of war they burn : 
And march, not deftin'd to returii. 

The coming war the Hebrews iec^ 
They dare not fight, nor can they flec^ 
In front the fca, vaft, horrid, wide; 
Farther retreat, or flight deny'd : 
On either fide huge rocks appear,- 
And Pharaoh thunder'd on the rear. 
The tribes ftand ftill, in deep difmay,. 
And view the horrors of the day: 
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To Mofcs loudly they complain. 
That he has brought them to be flaint 
Belter for us, they jointly cry, 
To ferve in Egypt than' to die. 
Mofes intreats them not to fear. 
So glorious will their God appear 
In greater wonders than before, 
And they their foes will fee no more. 
Your God, fays he, for you will fight ;« 
Stand Aill ! and wonder at the fight ! 
Then Mofes fupplicates the Lord : 
Bid them go forward, was his word ; • 
But lift up thou thy rod; he cry'd, 
The fea before thee {hall divide. 
And all the tribes go over dry : 
Their God and their deliverer I. 
But the Egyptians, hard and blind. 
Not wife enough to ftay behind, 
Will follow with their warlike pride. 
And all be whelm'd beneath the tide. 

ThcB' 
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Then the bright cloud that led the way 
To Ifracl'shoft, (a cloud by day, 
^But fiery pillar in the night, 
Which glauc'd upon them heavenly light) 
:Fell from the front, and clos'd the rear. 
And now all Pharaoh's hoft appear 
To grope in darkuefs, while a blaze 
Of beams each Hebrew tribe furveys. 
Between each hoft a fpace remains, 
^Vhich the Egyptian flowly gains. 

And now the margin of the main 
The chofen fons of Abraham gain: 
When Mofes, by divine command. 
O'er the rough billows ftretch'd his hand ; 
The waves their courfc no longer keep. 
But backward rolls the roaring deep: 
With mighty force the fca divides. 
Up from the bottom fly the tides ; 
And the wild waves immediate ftand 
Like mountains pil'd on either hand. 

Then 
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Then thro' the channel, on dry ground. 
The wondering tribes a paflage found. 
They all their father's God adore ; 
And fafely gain the farther fhorc. 

^Vhcn foon arriv'd the Egyptian force. 
The warlike chariots, and the horfe. 
Dreadful in arms, and rattling far 
In all the pomp and pride of war: 
Urg'd on by blind and headlong rage. 
Elate, and ardent to engage, 
Baldly thty follow crofs the main, 
And eafy conqueft hope^to gain. 
When in the Iky flrange fights appear, 
Which fill the hoft with (hivering fear: 
A dreadful (hock each chariot feels. 
And from the axles fly the wheels : 
While the moift fands no longer bear. 
But heavy drives the finking car. 
The wondering warriors in a fright 
Behold the terrors of tlie night. 

The 
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The maiks of Power Divine they Ice, 

And in confufion ftiive to flee. 

Plainly they view deftru6lion nigh. 

The God of Ifracl fights, they ciy; 

If longer we perGft, we die. 

Then Mofes by command of God 
Over the channel ftrctch'd his rod, 
"When fudden, with tremendous noifc, 
Back to its place the ocean flies: 
Tofling on higli the furges roar, 
And dafli their foam from fhore to fhorc : 
Swift o'er tlie Eg^-ptian hod they ride, 
And whelm their war beneath the tide. 
The king, his taptains, warriors, all 
In one prodigious ruin fall ; 
While to regain their native plains. 
Of the vaft hoil not one remains. 
God's people on the farther coafl 
Behold the ruin of the hoft ; 

F f And 
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And fte the mad tumultuous wave 
Prepare their foes a general grave ; 
While the rough fea, with ceafelefs roaf. 
Heaves the dead hodies on the Chore ; 
With chariots, warriors, fiery deeds. 
So Ute prepared for hoftile deeds. 

Then to the Lord the Hebrews raifc 
Their grateful hearts in lofty praifc. 
Great Mofcs fang in matchlefs ft rains; 
And with loud fhouts they (hake the plain&: 
A beauteous train of Hebrew dames 
The goodnefs of the Lord proclaims ; 
With timbrels' found in dance proceeds, 
And fings Jehovah's dreadful deeds. 



HISTORY 



..^ ( «27 ) 

HISTORY THE EIGHTH. 

The Jfracliies fed with Manna; and Water brought 
out of the Rock. 

Exodus, ch. xvi. xvii. 

"f^ O W low in death the tyrant lies 

That durft Jehovah's power defpife, 
While o'er his chariots and his pride 
The furges roar, and dolphins ride. 
But God the people of his choice . 
Soon by his great commanding voice 
Into the howling defcrt led. 
And there they pine for want of bread ; 
Againft the brother-leaders rife, 
And murmuring thus were heard their cries : 
Oh that the Lord had feiz'd our breath, 
And Egypt had beheld our death ; 
There bread and flefh we might enjoy, 
But here we all with hunger die. — 

F f 2 Then 
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Then thus to Mofes fpake the Lo&d: 
Let all the ti ihes regard my word ; 
For them a banquet I prepare, 
Let the affcmblcd nation (hare ; / 
And that no more their murmurs rife, 
Bread will I rain them from the Ikies. — 
Then Mofes to the people tum*d, 
'Tis ftrange you have not yet difccm'd 
The many wonders God hath wrought. 
And how he you from Egypt brought. 
Did not he make the water fweet 
Of Marah*s fountain? Is it meet 
You thus fliould grumble? Cannot he 
From every evil fet you free ? 
Why fhould you munnur againft me ? 
Up to your Maker raife your eyes. 
Food will he give you from the Ikies ; 
Fowls in the evening you fball kill. 
Of bread each morning eat your fill. — 



So 
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So fpake the chief. The nation heard, 
And God's brjglit glory now appear'd 
Full in their fight. The defert faw. 
And fliook around with trembling awe. 

Cool evening came, and all around 
The winged quails o'cr-fprcad the ground ; 
And when the morn rcnew'd the day, 
Amongfl the dew the manna lay: 
The dew retires, the bread remains 
In wide profufion on the plains. ^ 
This is God's bread, then Mofes cries. 
About the camp there plenty lies, 
Gather and cat, if you be wife. 
An omer * will one man fuftain. 
Till the next day let none remain; 
But for the fabbath gather ftore. 
And keep your tents till it be o'er. — 

The 

* An omer, or homer, was an Hebrew meafurc, 
containing about fix pints. 
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The liftenlng tribes the word obey. 
And gather manna as it lay. 
They forty years were thus fuftain d. 
Till Canaan's land at length they gained. . 

Thus Ifrael's God his people fed. 
And far into the defert led 
To Rephidim, by Horeb's fide : 
But here no fpring the hoft fupply'd ^ 
With water, in the thirfly land ; 
And murmuring all the people ftaiid. 
The parching thirft they fcarcc fuftain,. 
And unto Mofes loud complain. 
Then to his God the prophet cries, 
"Who bids him take before their eyes 
The rod which he from Egypt brought. 
With which fuch wonders had been wrought ; • 
And at the rock of Horeb ftand. 
Then fmite the ftone at his command, 
When fpouting ftreams fhall fpread the land. — . 

The 
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^he fire obeys. The ho ft around 
-Impatient fpread the dufty ground ; 
-He fmites the marble with his rod, 
.^nd gufhing waters own the God. 

HISTORY THE NINTH. 

**jr^tf Defeat of the Amaiekites: And the V'lfit of 
Mofes Father-in- Law ^ 

Exodus, ch. xvii. xviii. 

^^ C A R C E twice thq filver queen of night 
Had fiU'd- her horns with borrow'd light, 
Since Ifrael left the Egyptian land. 
Ere a fierce nation them withftand: 
Proud Amalek, whofe country lay 
.Between the defert and the fea, 
A cruel mean advantage takes, 
. And an unwailikc flaughter makes 

la 
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In the oui-{kirts of Ifrael's hofl. 
That lay the neareft to iheir coaft. 

Mofcs immediate gives commatui ; 
And warlike Jo&ua, with a band 
Of able warriors, boldly goes. 
And in the field they meet their foes. 
The prophet to behold the fight 
Afcends great Horcb's ftately height-, 
There with the elders takes his ftand» 
God's potent rod in his right hand; 
Where he beholds the hods engage. 
And calmly fees the battle rage : 
His hands lie lifts toward the ikies. 
And Amalek dirc<^ly flics : 
But when no rod appears in view. 
They rally, and the fight renew. 

The rulers from the hill furvty 
The dGubiful foriune of the day: 
And now In war to turn the fcale, 
And nuke ihc Hebrew hofl prevail. 

The 
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The fragment of a rock they take, 

Of this a feat for Mofes make ; 
" On either fide an elder ftands, 

And thus fupports the prophet's hands: 

Then h\k the foe, till filent night 
' Commences, and concludes the fight. 

Mofes hard by an altar xais'd. 

And all the hoft Jehovah prais'd. 
In Midkn's land foon Jethro heard 

How God for Ifrael had appeared. 

And by his mighty power had broke 

The proud Egyptians fervile yoke : 

•The hoary fire then takes his way. 

While all the tribes at Horeb lay *, 
' Soon joins the camp;' and with him came, 

Rejoicing in her hufband's fame, 

His daughter Zipporah, with her fons ; 

And undiffembled gladnefs runs 

Through all the houlhold. Mofes now 

\Yith high refpe6l was feen to bow, 

G § Af 



t34 H I S T O R Y of the B I B L E. 

As he to meet his father went; 
And takes the old man to his tent. 
With gratitude he foon proceeds 
To tell Jehovah's dreadful deeds. 
Which he in Ifiael's caufe had wrought. 
And all the hoft from Egypt hrou^t. 
By his own prefence fafely led ; 
And in the defert given them hread* 
With growing wonder, joy and praife. 
The aged chief the whole furvcys. • 
They then a facrifice prepare ; 
The facrcd rite the elders ihare. 
Before the Lord with joy they eat. 
And his Almighty deeds repeat. 
The father then direds his fon. 
Who had the weighty talk begun 
To rule a people grown fo great. 
And manage the afiairs of flate. 
How the great charge he might divide ; 
And none of juflice be deny'd. 

The 
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The liftening chief the maxims learns : 
To his own land the fire returns. 

HISTORY THE TENTH. 

Tlie Law given from Mount SituUm 
Exodus^ ch. xix. xx. 

^^OW Ifracl, fuch Jehovah's wiff. 

Takes a large compafs round the hill; 

And eaftward all the tribes arc led 

"Where lofty Sinai * rears his head ; 

Then their fair tents, by God's command. 

In order near the mountain ftand. 

There as the man of God with pain 

Attempts the lofty fteep to gain, 

Jehovah's voice upon him broke; 

The mountain trembled as he fpoke : 

G g 2 Thus 

* Horeb and Sinai are but one mountain, -with two 
iiiinmits; the wcftem head was Horeb, and the eaftera 
SiaaU 



236 H 1 S T O R Y of the B I B L B. 

Thus fhalt thou fpeak to Ifrael's race. 
My wonders done before your face, . 
"VVhich late from Egypt made yOu rifc^ 
Swift as an eagle cuts the Ckies, 
Your love and full obedience claim ; 
And if you will regard the fame. 
My covenant keep, obey my voice. 
And make my holy laws your choice, , 
Above all people you fhall be 
An holy nation lov'd by me ; 
And with peculiar glory fhine : 
For all the heavens and earth are mine. . 

Mofes reports each awful word 
Spoke from the mountain by the Lord ; 
And all the tribes united fay. 
Let God command, and we obey* 

Then fpake the God : Before their eyes, . 
When the third mom from hence fliall rife, 
Array'd in terror I come down. 
And give my law from Sinai'» crown ; 

From 
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Erom thence (hall fpeak to them and thee : 
The nation (hall my glory fee ; 
Shall feeand ticmblel But with care 
Warn all the tribes that they prepare 
To meet their GaD. Let them take heed f 
How they too near the hill proceed : ■ 
But at due diftance reverence give ; 
For none that touch the mount fball live. - 

Mofcs regards the Sovereign will. 
And round the compafs of the hill 
At proper diflance rais'd a mound, . 
And fanclifies the nation round. 

Soon rofe the facred morn that faw 
The Eternal God proclaim his law: 
The brooding tempefts flo\vIy rife, 
« And fwell and blacken in the (kies; . 
In folemri majefty come down, 
And gather round the mountain's crown; . 
Then burft the thunder from the cloud. 
And 'the fhrill trumpet founded loud ; 

Beneath: 
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Beneath the found the defert quakes^ 
And Sinai to its centre fhakes: 
The Goo defcends in clouds and ftormi. 
And darknefs his pavillion forms. 

Then Mofes brings the people sear; 
The trembUng tribes attend with fiear: 
The bellowing thimder, and the blaze 
Of lightning, fill them with ama^. 
With louder founds, and louder ftill. 
The awful trumpet fhakes the hill : 
Flames burft, and clouds of fmokc arife 
In dufky volumes to the ikies. 

While thus the tribes, in Vrild difinay. 
The terrors of the Lord furvey ; 
The voice of God frojn Sinai breaks. 
All heaven is (ilent while he fpeaks. 
C^hill horror runs thro* all the bands ; 
The nation at a diftance ftands : 
While from the centre of the flames 
Heaven s awful King his will proclaims. 

"The 
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The clouds ftand ftill, and all around 
The trembling breezes bear the found. 
I am the Lord thy God, that broke 
Infulting Egypt's fervile yoke ; 
And brought thee from the impious land : 
Hear and obey myjuft command. 

1 . Revere me as the Goo fupreme ! 
Nor ever let another, claim 

The title of thy God, or Lord; 
Or ever be by thee ador d. 

2. View with contempt the numerous train 
Of earthly gods, and idols vain. 

In whatfoever likenefs made ; 
And be no worfhip to them paid. • 

5 . Take heed thy language ne'er proclaim 
The want of reverence for my name. 
The wretch that dare infuit the fkies 
By fuch abhorr'd prefumption, dies. 

4. Regard my holy day of reft* 
And be from wordly toil releas'd, 
Thyfclf, thyfcryant, andthybcaft: 
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Nor ever let my fabbath be 
. Difhonour!d or prophan'd by thee. 

5. Let filial reverence and love 
United in thy bofom move: 
Honour thy parents both, and fland 
Long-liv'd and happy in the land. 

6. Chcrifti foft pity in thy heart. 
And from all cruelty depart: 

Let not thy fellows-creature bleed : 
But (hudder at the horrid deed. 

. 7 . Let not vile luft thy heart command. 
But at determined diflance ftaud, 
"Whenever by temptation led 
To violate thy neighbour s bed. 

8. Abhor the wretch, and all his trade, 
Tliat dare another's right invade; 

To every thieviQi deed inclin d, 
A conftant foe to all mankind. 

9. Let only truth dire£l thy tongue. 
And fcorn to /do thy neighbour wrong: 

I But 
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But when the tribes in judgment (land. 
Be falfliood banifh'd from the land. 

10. Contented be with what I giye^ 
Let no repining murmurs live : 
Nor ever let thy greedy fight 
Defiring view thy neighbour s right. 

From Sinai's mount, amidft the fire. 
Thus fpake the Great Eternal fire : 
And when he ceas'd, with bellowing noifc 
His dreadful thunders (hook the Ikies; 
The forefts blaze, the mountains nod 
Beneath the lightnings of the God ; 
While the vaft defert all around 
Quakes at the awful trumpet's found. 

The aftonifh'd nation hears and fees. 
And in confufion turns and flees ; 
Then at an awful diftance ftands. 
Regardful of the great commands. 
Mofes exhorts them not to fear» 
Tho' in his terrors God appear: 

Uh For 
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For not in wrath he comes, but love. 
To teach his people, and to prove. 
But ftill imprefs'd with trembling awe* 
No nearer dares the nation draw: 
They jointly to the prophet fay^ 
Let God command, and we obey. 
But while his dreadful thunder rolls. 
It withers and confounds our fouls. 
Do thou the heavenly precepts learn. 
And back to us the words return : 
For fhould our nation dare draw nigh 
While great Jehovah fpeaks, we die'!-— 

Still rolls the thunder 'crofs the (kirt. 
And dreadful Aill the lightning flies ; 
The earth, the air, the mountain (hakes % 
And e*en the holy prophet quakes: 
But recolle^led, takes his way 
To where the awful lightnings play ; 
And where the Goo,' unfeen, unknown. 
In darkncls rears his awful throne. 

HISTORY 
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KISTORY THE ELEVENTH, 

The Golden Calf. 

Exodus^ ch. xxxii. 

A S man converfes with his friendsv 
So great Jehovah coadefcends 
To meet his prophet, face to face. 
Attentive to his people *s cafe, 
The Sovereign Power precifely draws- 
A body of peculiar laws ; 
And by the (latutes of the Ikics 
"Will make his chofen nation rife. 
Thefe from God's mouth the prophet took, 
And having written in a book, 
Reads to the people ; and they fay. 
Let God command, and we obcy.-r- 
An altar then he rais'd with fpced. 
And foon the chofen vi£Ums bleed 
Glofe by the mountain. Half the blood 
Sprinkled the people as they flood 5 
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Half on the altar pour'd the fire, 
And inflant rais'd the holy fire. 
They then prepare the facred feaft. 
And the afTembled nobles tafte : 
Cod's gloiy now appears in fight. 
As the blue fapphire fhining bright 
Spangled witli glittering (lars of gold. 
Which the affembled train behold : 
When {houts of joy, and fongs of praife. 
To great Jehovah's name they raife. 
Thus folemn raiify'd with blood, 
Stood the greaioovenant of Gob 
With Ifrael's tribes : When up the hill 
Once more Jehovah's fovereign will 
Demands his prophet. Soon he rofc ; 
His fervant Jofhua with him goes ; 
And powers to Aaron he conveys 
To rule the nation while he ftays. 
The Lord the mountain's fummit fhrouds 
lu brooding tcmpcft*, and in clouds ; 

And 
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And now proceeded to explain 
How man his worfliip muft maintain. 
And fix each pure religious rite 
In which tire nation flioultl unite :. 
His tabernacle taught to rear, 
And how he would be worfhipp'd there ,: 
The altar, beafts, the priefts attire, 
The oil, the lamps, the holy fire. 
The cherubs, ark, the mercy-feat. 
And each religious rite compleat; 
With whatfoe'er the pricfls might need 
When incenfe flames, or victims bleed.. 
Engrav'd on maible, rvlofcs law 
The ten great precepts of the law, 
Late fpoke from Sinai : Thcfc with care: 
He bids the favour d prophet bear. 

While with his'Gbo full forty days 
On Sinai's mountain Mofes flays. 
Impatient grown, the murmuring hoft. 
Thinking they had their leader left, 

To 
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To Aaron prefs, and jointly fay, 

Up, make us gods to lead our way^- 

That Ifrael's tribes may all adore ; 

Eor Mofcs we (hall fee no more. — 

Aaron confents, and is fupply'd 

With gold, the late Egyptian pride ; 

This through the melting fire he drew, 

And foon a calf appear'd in view 1 

Rais'd on an obehik it ftands. 

The ftupid nation clap their hands ; 

With peals of fhouts that rend the fkies, ^' 

i 

Behold thy god, O Ifrael, ftand, 

That brought thee out of Egypt's land. — 

Jehovah then to Mofes turn'd, 

With anger all the God-head burn'd: 

Hade, get thee down! with fpecd withdraw ! 

The firft great precept of my law 

Th<x 



They fee the infant Apis rife ; 

And the whole fenfelcfs nation. cri^. 
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^hc tribes have broke ; and ftupid bow 
To the poor gods of Egypt now ! 
How foon corrupted ! do not plead ! 
Or for fuch bafenefs intercede : 
For fuch a nation fcom to pray ; 
And give my mighty vengeance way.— 
But for the people Mofes prays, 
And God the threatened judgment (lays. 

Obedient to the Heavenly Will, 
The man of God goes down the hill; 
The noife of triumph foon he hears. 
And in his fight the calf appears : 
Then, while with wrath his bofom glowi. 
The written law he carelefs throws 
On the hard ground, and at the ftrokc 
The heaven-infcribed marble broke. 
Then to the calf in rage he goes. 
And down the fenfelefs idol throws, 
Stamps in the duft, to powder grinds ; 
in keen lefentmcnt Aaron finds., 

. And 
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And chides liliii flurply. Then he cry'd, 
Whoc cr is on Jihovaii's fide 
Let Lini a])pcar:---T]ie Levites (land 
In arms, awaiting liis command. 
The proplitt cries. Fall on ! let all 
That love and worfhip idols fall ! — 
Thus urg d, they thro' the camp proceed. 
And by the fword three thoufand bleed ; 
Wide-wafting (laughter held her reign 
Till friendly daikncfs clos'd the fccne. 
Now when the orient mom arofe, 
Amongft the tribes the prophet goes. 
Their guilt declares ; and fays, he'll try 
Jehovah's wrath to pacify. 
Then to the Lord he rais'dhis cries; 
(Near to his heart the nation lies) 
The God relents, and gives command 
To lead them on to Canaan's land : 
But lincc they boldly durft rebel, 
Ko longer wiJljEHovAH dwell 

Among fl 
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Amongft their tribes. Thea Mofes rear'd. 
On rifing ground which plain appeared. 
Far diftant from the camp, a tent ; * 
The pious there to worfhip went. 
'Twas here the fiery cloud abode. 
And here the glory of their God 
The humbled tribes beheld around ; 
And bow refpeclful to the ground. 

* Tiic tabernacle of the congregation. Exodui, 
cli. xxxiii. vcr. 7. 
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